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Tue learned Cassander, a Ca- 
tholic, who lived in the time of 
Menno, says, concerning him and 
the Baptists with. whom. he was 
united, ‘‘Wecan discover in 
them for the most part the proofs 
of a godly mind, and that they 
have departed from the true sense 
of the holy scriptures, and from 
the general opinions of the Ca- 
tholic church, rather from error 
than from a fixed perverseness of 
inclination. This appears from 
their uniformly manifesting the 
greatest earnestness against the 
insurrection of Munster, and the 
confusions consequent thereon, 
and from their teaching, on the 
contrary, that the restitution and 
extension of the kingdom of 
Christ, consist only in resolutely 
bearing his cross. Such persons 
as these merit compassion and 
better instruction, rather than 
violent persecution and extirpa- 
tion.” 

Of the amiableness of the sect 
with which Menno was united, 
Erasmus bore the following ho- 
nourable testimony, in the year 


1529, five years before the insur-. 


rection at Munster,’ in a letter to 
Alphonsus Fonseca, archbishop 
of Toledo, dated from Basle: 
“The Anabaptists” (in Switzer- 
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land),.*‘ although they are very 
numerous,. have .no church in 
their possession, These. persons 
are worthy of greater commen- 
dation than others, on account 
of the harmlessness of their lives. 
But’ they are oppressed * by. all _ 
other sects, as well as by the or- 
thodox,” (meaning the Catholics.) 

In a letter to some friends. in 


the: Netherlands, Erasmus, speak- 


ing of the Zurichers, says, “They 
are very strenuous that heretics 
should not be put to death, al- 


‘though they themselves have thus 
punished the Anabaptists,. who 


were condemned on very inferic r 
points, and who, it is said, have 
among them a great ‘number of 
persons that have been converted 
from lives of the greatest impiety 
to pre-eminent holiness. ‘The 
Zurichers, however, think’ them 
to be in anerror. -They have no 
churches allowed them, although 
they have never entered any town 
by force, nor sought tostrengthen 
their party by clandestine and 
secret conspiracies, and by op- 
position to the secular powers, 
nor in a single instance despoiled 
any one of his property.” 

* Menno agreed with the other 
Reformers, respecting the great 
and leading doctrines of Christia- 
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nitv, as appears from his writ- 
ings. To this also Heyden, 
Hoornbeck, and .Cocceius, bore 
the following testimony, in a let- 
ter to Huldrick, minister at Zu- 
rich :—‘** Many of the disciples of 
Menno live among us, who are 
esteemed as good citizens. They 
confess the grace of Christ, and 
defend it; and strongly oppose 
the Socinians, who mingle among 
them.” 

The distinguishing tenets of his 
party are the same with those of 
the ancient Waldenses, not only, 
as they believe, respecting bap- 
tism, but also with respect to 
oaths, war, and civil offices. Some 
time, however, after his renunci- 
ation of Popery, he fell into an 
error, somewhat resembling that 
of some of the ancient Christians, 
concerning the incarnation of 
Christ, but which is now main- 
tained by very few of the Men- 
nonites. From a desire to keep 
the human nature of Christ as re- 
mote as possible from being im- 
plicated in that original corrup- 
tion which proceeds from the 
fall, he held that, at the incarna- 
tion, his human body was not 
derived, but created. “It must, 
however,” says Mosheim, “be ac- 
knowledged, that Menno does 
not seem to have been unchange- 
ably wedded to this opinion; for 
in several places he expresses 
himself ambiguously on this head, 
and even sometimes falls into in- 
consistencies. From hence, per- 
haps, it might not be unreasona- 
ble to conclude, that he renoune- 
ed indeed the common opinion 
concerning the origin of Christ’s 
human nature; but was pretty 
much undetermined with respect 
to the hypothesis which, among 
many that were proposed, it was 
proper to substitute in its place.” 

Some of the Mennonites, like- 
wise, esteem it to be their duty to 
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wash the feet of their brethren who 
visit them from foreign parts, 
and of messengers from churches. 
Others of them perform this cere- 
mony after the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. They quote in 
favour of this practice Gen. xvili. 
4, John xiii. 14. and 1 Tim. vy. 
Ost 

, All of them practise sprinkling 
instead of immersion. They ac- 
knowledge that immersion was 
the practice of the church, from 
the age immediately succeeding 
that of the apostles, down to a 
very late period. But they say, 
that it was an early corruption, 
and that either pouring or sprink- 
ling was the apostolic mode. 

His Works were published in 
folio, in 1681. The following are 
the titles of a few of them. 

I. “ Anevident Demonstration 
of the Saving Doctrine of Jesus 
Christ.” In this work, he treats 
on the following subjects: 1. The 
time of grace. 2. Repentance. 
3. Faith, which he defines to be, 
An embracing of the gospel, 
through the agency of the Holy 
Spirit. He shows tliat the be- 
liever relies upon Christ and his 
grace ; that he embraces his pro- 
mises; and that he is justified, 
not by works, but by faith, which 
is not of men, but the gift of God; 
and that this faith is not without 
fruits, but worketh by love. 4. 
Baptism. He defends the con- 
fining of baptism to believers, 
from Matt. xxviii, 12. Mark xvi. 
16, &c. and by the arguments 
which are usually adduced on 
that side of the question; and 
replies to the arguments in favour 
of Pzdobaptism. In this chap- 
ter, he. uses a severity of style 
which the subject does not re- 
quire, but which was common 
with the Reformers in general, 
when they disputed againstadver- - 
saries who had set them the exam- 
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ple. 5. The Lord’s Supper. 6. 
Secession from the church of 
Rome. 7. The calling of minis- 
tersin the church. 8. The doc- 
trines to be preached by minis- 
ters; showing that the scripture 
is the only rule of faith. 9, The 
life of ministers, and their sup- 
port. He denies the lawfulness 
of ministerial stipends: this opi- 
nion is, however, rejected by 
many of the modern Mennonites. 

The following quotations, from 
Dr. Gills Body of Divinity, will 
convey our sentiments upon this 


subject :—“ The duty of church-- 


members to their pastors is held 
forth in various passages, respect- 
ing ‘their maintenance, or a pro- 
vision for the subsistence of them- 
selves and families, which is part 
of that double honour a ruling 
elder and a laborious minister is 
worthy of, since the labourer is 
worthy of his reward, 1 Tim. v. 
17, 18; and he that is taught in 
the word, and instructed by it to 
his comfort and edification, should 
communicate to him that teacheth 
inall goodthings, temporal good 
things, he stands in need of, Gal. 
vi.6. This duty the apostle urges 
and presses, with a variety of ar- 
guments, in 1 Cor. ix.7—14. He 
argues from the law of nature 
and nations, exemplified in the 
cases of soldiers, planters of vine- 
yards, and keepers of flocks, who, 
by virtue of their calling and ser- 
vice, have a right to a livelihood ; 
between whom and ministers of 
the gospel there is a resemblance. 
He also argues from the law of 
Moses, particularly the law re- 
specting the ox not to be muzzled 
when it treads out the corn, which 
he interprets of ministers of the 
word, and applies tothem. He 
argues the right of the mainte- 
nance of the ministers of the gos- 
pel from the justice and equity 
ef the thing ; that since they mi- 
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nister spiritual things, it is but 
reasonable they should receive 
temporal ones. He makes. this 
clear from the case of the priests 
and Levites under the legal dis- 
pensation, who, ministering in 
holy things, had a provision made 
for them. And lastly, from the 
constitution and appointment of 
Christ himself, whose ordinance 
it is, that they that preach the 
gospel should live of the gos- 
pel.” Vol. III. book ii. chap. 4. 
Again, It is the business of dea- 
cons to serve, ‘*2. The minister’s 
table; to take care that a proper 
provision is made for the subsist- 
ence of himself and family. 
Whereas Christ has ordained that 
those who preach the gospel 
should live of it,.and that he that 
is taught in the word shall com- 
municate to him that teacheth in 
all good things; the business of 
deacons is to see to it that every - 
member contributes according to 
his ability, and that there be an 
equality, that some are not eased 
and others burdened. And it lies 
upon them to collect what the 
members give; for it is not pro- 
per the minister should collect 
for himself ; this would be to pre- 
vent the design of the institution, 
which was, that those who are 
employed in the sacred office of 
the ministry of the word should 
not be hindered in it. Besides, 
such a practice would not com- 
port with the case and character 
of a minister, who would be 
obliged to receive what the peo- 
ple gave him, without making any 
remonstrance against it as failing 
in their duty to him. He might 
also be exposed to the charge of 
avarice. To which may be add- 
ed, that a church would not be 
able to judge whether their pas- 
tor was sufficiently provided for 
or not.” Vol, III. book ii. chap. 5, 
In addition to these weighty and 
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unanswerable arguments, it may 
be observed, that, even where a 
minister does not stand in need 
of the pecuniary aid of the church 
and congregation, and therefore 
might not be anxious to receive 
any such aid, yet a substription 
forthe remuneration of his labours 
creates a bond of union amongst 
the subscribers; which would 
otherwise be wanting ; since they 
consider themselves as having a 
common interest, and as united 
together in the maintenance of 
the same cause; and also, that it 
frees them from the uneasy re- 
flection of attending upon a mi- 
nistry, towards the support of 
which they yield no peamanny 
assistance. 

In this chapter, Libel he 
cautions magistrates, learned men, 
and the common people, against 
false ministers. He also ad- 
dresses the Munsterites: this is 
the part of his works which has 
been appealed to, in order to 
prove that the Munsterites and 
the Mennonites were the same 
people; the passage to which re- 
ference is made, is that in which 
he calls them his ‘erring bre- 
thren.” The fact seems to have 
been as follows: The Munster- 
ites were originally boors,* or 


“The boors of Germany,” says 
bishop Jewel, in his Reply to Harding 
the Jesuit, *‘whom you mention, were, 
for the greatest part, the oppugners of 
Luther, and were unacquainted with the 
gospel. They engaged, according to 
their own statement, by an oath, against 
the cruelty and tyranny of the land- 
lords; just as they had done twenty 
years before, in the same parts, in the 
conspiracy called Liga Sotularica, be- 
fore Luther began to preach, Whatever 
was the object of the later conspiracies, 
it is certain that Luther” (and the same 
may be said of Menno) “ conducted him- 
self towards them with the greatest se- 
verity. They, moreover, on being ques- 
tioned concerning their conduct, dis. 
owned any connexion with the evangeli- 
cal party, or that they knew the same.”’ 
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peasants, rising in rebellion against 
their tyrannical lords. Religion 
does not seem to have been em- 
ployed by them, in aid of their 
rebellion, until they were joined 
and headed by some artful men, 
who endeavoured, by availing 
themselves’ of existing vircum- 
stances, to advance their own 
ambitious designs. These were 
Munzer and Rotman, who were 
originally Lutherans, but became 
Baptists, and John of Leyden, 
who probably was a Baptist be- 
fore he joined the insurgents. 
These men were wild and ambi- 
tious fanatics, and had no affinity 
with the genuine Baptists, who 
were enemies to war and rebellion. 
Trom the latter, however, a few 
weak persons were seduced to join 
the insurgents. [t was these weak 
deluded Christians whom Menno 
addressed as brethren, with a 
desire to bring them back to the 
fold of God, and not the general 
mass, of whom baptism (which 
they had adopted because their 
leaders were Baptists) and fana- 
ticism constituted the only reli- 
gion. In this chapter he shows, 
that the only sword which Chris- 
tians ought to use is the sword of 
the Spirit; and that with this 
sword Christ so protects his 
church, that the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. He 
also admonishes the church, un- 
der persecution, to walk in the 
practice of all Christian virtues. 


Sleidan says, “ That the tumults in Ger- 
many did not originate with the Anabap- 
tists, but with persons of the Popish com- 
munion,.’”’ Perizonius also says, ‘ The 
general rising of the boors, extending it- 
self over the greatest part of Germany, 
has, though nowt unjustly, cast much 
odium on the Latherans. For the fol- 
lowers of Luther by no means occasioned 
the same, but were most avowed enemies 
to it. Moreover, the insurrection was 
not excited for the first time then, (1525,) 
but had already existed a short time be- 
fore Lutlier’s appearance,” 
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10. He endeavours to show that 
his religion is founded on the sa- 
cred scriptures. 

Il. ‘* The True Faith of Chris- 
tians, &c.” In this treatise are 
contained his peculiar views re- 
specting the Incarnation. III. 
‘¢ Fundamental Doctrines from 
the word of God.” Regeneration 
and its fruits—The regenerate 
form the true church of Christ— 
Their weapons not carnal, but 
spiritual—They seek no kingdom 
but that of grace—Adult baptism 
— The Lord’s Supper — Church 
discipline—Christians daily la- 
ment their sins—They have no 
justifying righteousness but that 
which proceeds from faith in 
Christ—Exhortation to the dis- 
persed and concealed children of 
God faithfully to persevere in 
sanctity of life. IV. “* A conso- 
latory Admonition to the people 
of God under persecution.” Chris- 
tians are here particularly exhort- 
ed never to have recourse to arms. 
VII. “* The Doctrine of. Excom- 
munication.” Definition — Who 
are to be excommunicated—De- 
sign; namely, that transgressors 
may be ashamed and may repent; 
and that the church may preserve 
its purity—Duty of the pious to 
withdraw from them, and to 
have no dealings with them, lest 
they be defiled, and the name 
of God be blasphemed—That ex- 
communication dissolves ail so- 
ciety between father and chil- 
dren, brothers and sisters, hus- 
bands and wives, union with 
Christ by faith being infinitely 
more important than any earthly 
union. This severe practice is 
rejected by all the present Men- 
nonites, except the Uckewallists 
and the Dantzigers; and even 
these have abated in some degree 
its severity. IX.‘ Reply to Gel- 
lius Faber, minister at Embden.” 
This dispute, which respects most 
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of the distinguishing tenets of 
Menno, was conducted with con- . 
siderable acrimony on both sides. 
Menno accuses Gellius of being 
the cause of the persecutions of 
his party. X. “A piteous Sup- 
plication of poor Christians, ad- 
dressed to magistrates, &c.” In 
this work the connexion between 
the party of Menno and the Ana- 
baptists of Munster is abundantly 
disproved. XI. “A brief Vin- 
dication of miserable Christians 
and dispersed Strangers, &c. Ad- 
dressed to all divines and preach- 
ers in the Netherlands.” XIIf. 
‘¢ Onthe Person of Christ.” XXII. 
‘© A Treatise against the horrible 
Blasphemy of John of Leyden, 
&e.” This was written either 
before his secession from the 
church of Rome, or very soon 
afterwards, 

He also wrotea Narrative of his 
Secession from Popery, which,he 
thus concludes: ‘ Because we 
are with so much acrimony and 
falsehood accused by our adver- 
saries of assenting to the dogmas 
of the Munster Anabaptists, and 
of agreeing with them in the arti- 
cles concerning the King, the 
Sword, Sedition, Vindictive Re- 
crimination, Polygamy, and other 
abominations; know, my good 
reader, that in the whole course 
of my life I never assented to 
those tenets of Munzer, but, ac- 
cording to my feeble capacity, for 
the space of seventeen years, have 
dehorted every one from imbibing 
their horrible errors; and have 
led some back into the right way. 
I never saw Munster; I never 
was in their society and com- 
munion ; and I hope, by the grace 
of God, never to eat or drink with 
such persons, if any'such remain, 
as the scriptures teach me, except 
they shall confess their wicked- 
ness from the heart, and shall 
bring forth the genuine fruits of 
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’ repentance, and rightly obey the 
gospel.” 

In Dr. Rippon’s Baptist Regis- 
ter, Vol. I. p. 3083—312, there is 
a catalogue of the Baptist 
churches in the | Netherlands. 
They still bear the names of Wa- 
terlanders, Frieslanders, and 
Flemings; but they all hold com- 
munion with each other, except 
the Switzers and the Old Flem- 
ings. 

It may not be improper to close 
the life of so eminent a person 
among the Dutch Baptists, with 
mentioning ‘‘ The Martyrology of 
the Baptists:” by Tielman Van 
Braght. Itis a work of immense 
labour. 
published in a large folio volume at 
Dordrecht, in 1660; the second, 
with more than 100 engravings, 
at Amsterdam, in 1685. This 
work is divided into two books. 
It is dedicated to the Divine Be- 
ing. After the Dedication, there 
are two Addresses: one to the 
members. of the Mennonite 
churches; the other to readers 
in general. Then follows an epi- 
tome of the work. The first 
book contains two parts, each 
of which is divided into cen- 
turies, from the apostolic age 
down to the author's own time. 
The first part contains ‘A cir- 
cumstantial Account of the True 
Church of God in its Origin, Pro- 
gress, and unshaken Stability 
through all Ages.” An Appendix 
to this part contains Three Con- 
fessions of Faith of the Mennon- 
ites. The second part contains 
«An Account of the Origin, Pro- 
gress, and Conduct of the False 
Church through all Ages.” Each 
century contains an account of 
the persecutions of the Baptists, 
and quotations from their writings 
in favour of believers’ baptism. 
The second book is entirely com- 
posed of accounts of the trials 
and sufferings of Baptist martyrs 


The first edition was |. 
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of different countries, who were 
persecuted under the name of 
Anabaptists, and contains a his- 
tory of the cruel deaths of thou- 
sands of persons, few of whom 
have been heard of in this coun- 
try. This indefatigable author 
published, likewise, a useful work 
in octavo, for young persons, 
which has passed through four 
editions. He died at the early 
age of thirty-nine. A quarto vo- 
lume of fifty-one Sermons was 
published after his death. 

Would not a good translation 
of Van Braght’s Martyrology be 
an acceptable present to the reli- 
gious world 2* 


~~ a 


THE GREAT PHYSICIAN 
NEGLECTED. 


A WRITER in the last Number 
of the Magazine, expatiated upon 
the dignity of the Saviour’s per- 
son, and the exceeding riches of 
his grace, in an animated and 
truly evangelical strain. How 
happy are the inhabitants of this 
kingdom, who are constantly re- 
ceiving instruction upon this most 
interesting of all subjects, both 
from the pulpit and the press! 
One would think, from the abun- 
dant means whereby religious 
knowledge in England is commu- 
nicated and diffused, that but few 
of its highly-favoured sons and 
daughters could be without op- 
portunities of hearing, in some 
way or other, that itis ‘* a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, ‘that Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners.” And 
yet who is there that is atall ac< 


* The engraving, prefixed to this ar- 
ticle, was taken from a portrait of Men- 
no, which formerly hung up in the vestry 
of the. Mennonite congregation, at Rot- 
terdam, but which has been presented te 
the Editors of this Magazine. 
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quainted with the state of society 
in our cities, towns, and villages, 
that does not know, from the ig- 
norance which exists, and the dis- 
sipation which -prevails, that a 
large proportion of our country- 
men are still labouring under the 
most fatal of all diseases, namely, 
a carnal mind, which is enmity 
against God, and which is not 
subject to his law, neither indeed 
can be? Jehovah is saying in his 
word, respecting the state of so- 
ciety in England, as well as of 
Israel, ‘ [hearkened and heard, 
but they spake not aright; no 
man repented of his wickedness, 
saying, What have I done?” In- 
stead of a spirit of contrition and 
‘<self:condemnation, does there not 
evidently prevail, even among 
those who would be classed with 
the disciples of the Saviour, a 
spirit of presumption and self- 
justification? Is there not reason 
to apprehend, that very many 
persons who hear evangelical 
preachers, are still unconverted 
and unsanctified? To all such it 
may be said, in the impassioned 
language of the weeping prophet, 
‘‘ Is there no balm in Gilead? Is 
there no physician there? Why 
then is not the health of the 
daughter of my people reco- 
vered 2” 

The interrogation supposes that 
the continued maladies of Israel 
arose from infidelity. ‘* God had 
sent prophets,” says Bishop 
Lowth, ‘as so many spiritual 
physicians; and they had given 
them the best advice; but the 
fault lay wholly in the patients 
themselves, who refused to sub- 
mit to their prescriptions.” And 
may not the unsuccessfulness of 
the means of spiritual instruction, 
for the renovation of the heart, 
and the sanctification of the life, 
of those who are hearers of the 
gospel of Christ, be attributed to 


407 


a similar cause? God has given 
them his word, and ministers to 
publish the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, and to declare the un- 
paralleled sufficiency of his blood 
to take away the guilt and pollu- 
tion of sin. Does not the fault 
lie wholly in the patients them- 
selves, who refuse to submit te 
the prescription? Js not the blood 
of Christ more sufficient to heal 
the wounded conscience, and the 
distempered heart, than any me- 
dicines to cure the diseases of the 
body? Why then are not sinners 
healed 2. The Saviour himself, 
the great Physician, answers the 
question—“ They will not come 
unto me that they may have 
life.” 

Among these are many who, 
notwithstanding the plain decla- 
ration that ‘all flesh have cor- 
rupted their way,” nevertheless 
deem themselves whole, and insist 
upon it that they ‘‘ need not the 
Physician.” Ignorant of God’s 
righteousness, they go about to 
establish their own righteousness; 
and thus all the awful denuncia- 
tiens of the law of God are lost’ 
upon them. They have no con- 
ception that they are the “ wick- 
ed, with whom God is angry 
every day;” that their prayer is 
an abomination to the Lord ; that 
they are the proud whom the 
Lord abhors. Hence, through 
the pride of their countenance, 
they do not seek after God; nor 
repent of their wickedness; nor 
inquire what they shall do to be 
saved; nor bathe in the fountain 
which is open for sin and unclean- 
ness; nor apply to the balm in 
Gilead, and the Physician there. 
There are persons so bewildered 
with erroneous views of their own 
character, that the skill of the 
great Physician is utterly unknown 
to them. The God of this woxld 
has blinded their eyes, lest the 
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light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ should shine upon them., 


It is to them as if there were no 
Saviour, nor Sanctifier. They 
trust in themselves that they are 
righteous, and expect heaven 
without faith, regeneration, or 
holiness of heart and life. Of this 
class, it is to be feared, are many 


of the children of Christian pa- 


rents ; they have the form of god- 
liness, but know nothing of its 
power; they consider themselves 
safe for eternity, while they are 


neglecting the great salvation. Is. 


it at all wonderful, that with such 


a state of mind, the hurt of sin- 
| be expected, spend their money 


ners is not healed ? 

Besides these, there are persons 
of another description. They at- 
tend an evangelical ministry, and 
have constantly heard that they 
are sinners, exposed to the just 
condemnation of the law of God; 
and they feel tormenting fears 
from the exercises of mind which 
a ‘“ spirit of bondage” excites. 
They have a “ wounded spirit.” 
The sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God, has pricked 
them to the heart. They are de- 
sirous of obtaining eternal life, 
and they aim to do some good 
thing, in order that they may in- 
herit it. They think it is not for 
them to receive the atonement, 
not understanding that ‘‘ God 
justifieth the ungodly, who be- 
jieveth in Jesus;” and not com- 
prehending that he who “ work- 
eth not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly,” is justi- 
fied by faith, without the deeds 
of the law. Many of these, it 
may be presumed, are not aware, 
that they are secretly encouraging 
an unbelieving and pharisaical 
spirit, which prevents them from 
“ submitting to the righteousness 
of God,” and from depending 
upon Christ, who is the end of 
the law for righteousness to every 
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one that believeth. Is it therefore 
any wonder that, while they are 
substituting other means of cure, 
and other methods of recovery, 
for those which God has appoint- 
ed, their malady remains? If 
an ignorant person should re- 
solve to be his own physician, 
and should refuse all medicines 
but those of his own prescribing, 
would any one be surprised if his 
disorder was not healed? And if 
sinners, instead of “* coming to 
Christ” according to his most free 
and gracious invitation, seek sal- 
vation as it were by the works of 
the law, do they not, as it might 


upon unskilful physicians, and 
grow worse rather than better? 
A heart-felt sense of. the guilt of 
sin is a disease too deeply seated 
to be reached by any other reme- 
dy than the blood of sprinkling. 
An application of this, and of this 
only, will ‘* purge the con- 
science.” When faith appro- 
priates and applies the blood of 
Christ, that sovereign balm heals 
the wounds of a guilty con- 
science, and the mind finds ease 
and refreshment. An _ elegant 
writer has thus expressed himself, 
for the encouragement of sinners, 
under a sense of guilt, to depend 
upon the promises of Christ in 
the gospel: ‘Can the thirsty soul 
taste of the running water, and 
not find refreshment; since God, 
who created water, has or- 
dained it to refresh the thirsty ? 
Can weary limbs lie down on a 
bed, and not find ease; since a 
bed is made to give ease and rest 
to the weary? Can a fainting 
creature drink a divine cordial, 
appointed to give life,and yet feel 
no revival? No more cana guilty, 
distressed, and penitent sinner 
believe the truths of the gospel, 
and trust in Jesus the Saviour, 
and yet find no relief; for it is the 
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will and settled law of the God of 
heaven, that peace and_ holiness 
shall be obtained in this way. 
Itis to be feared there are per- 
sous of a third class, who attend 
the preaching of the gospe! with- 
out any intention to receive the 
truth, and to obtain the cure of 
their souls from the contagion of 
sin. They act as if they were in 
love with their disease; convert- 
ing the means which are pre- 
scribed as an antidote against sin, 
into an encouragement of vice 
and uncleanness, thereby proving 
that their very mind and con- 
science are defiled. They turn 
the grace of God into lascivious- 
ness, and derive aliment for their 
lusts, from that flood from which 
believers receive the life of their 
souls. To silence the upbraidings 
of conscience, which they some- 
times hear, they deny that they 
are free agents, and that they vo- 
luntarily choose the way of wick- 
edness, and affect to believe that 
they are impelled by an involun- 


tary necessity to the commission | 


of sin. Thus, in direct opposi- 
tion to the injunction of the apos- 
tle, they say that they are tempt- 
ed of God, and endeavour to stifle 
the voice of conscience, which 
fells them that ‘ they are drawn 
away by their own lust, and 'en- 
ticed.” Or, from having listened 
to the instruction which has 
caused them to err, they have 
concluded that their presumptu- 
ous confidence of safety is “ the 
pa assurance of hope,” and 
they ward off the arrows of truth 
with the shield of a system, which 
teaches them that conviction of 
sin is no part of the Holy Spirit’s 
work, but the working of a legal 
spirit, and the exercise of unbe- 
lief. To judge of the genius of 
the gospel from the sentiments 
and conduct of such men, the 
conclusion would be, that ‘* Christ 


VYOL. X. 
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was the minister of sin;” and that, 
instead of giving himself for us, 
to cleanse us from all iniquity, 
and to purify to himself a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good 
works, he had shed his blood, 
that people with religion in their 
mouths, and the love of sin in 
their hearts, might have the pecu- 
liar privilege of. crucifying the 
Son of God afresh, and of putting 
him to an open shame, The fact 
respecting such ungodly men, who 
“‘ know not the truth, and who 
are to every good work repro- 
bate,” is,—they hate the Phy- 
sician, and his means of cure, 
That their heart therefore is not 
healed is very easily to be ac- 
counted for: they love the dis- 
ease of sin better than the salva- 
tion of Christ, because their deeds 
are evil. Such persons are to be 
found where the doctrines of 
grace are preached speculatively, 
and not experimentally and prac- 
tically. Of such ministers it may 
be said, ‘* They have healed the 
heart of the daughter of my peo- 
ple slightly, saying, Peace, peace, 
when there is no peace.” And 
concerning such professors it may 
be said, ‘‘ Were they ashamed 
when they had committed abomi- 
nation? nay, they were not at all 
ashamed, neither could they 
blush; therefore they shall fall 
among them that fall: at the time 
that I visit them they shall be 
cast down, saith the Lord.” 

What an awful responsibility 
attaches to them who _ preach the 
gospel! Happy are they who are 
able to say, ‘‘ We area sweet sa- 
vour of Christ in them that are 
saved, and in them that perish; 
to the one we are a savour of 
death unto death, and to the 
other a savour of life unto life; 
and who is sufficient for these 
things ?” 

IOTA. 
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TO 


PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 


BRETHREN, 


You have not to learn that youth 
is the season best adapted for in- 
stilling into the mind religious 
principles, and forming it to ha- 
bits of piety and benevolence. 
But while, in the general, with 
laudable diligence you train up 
your children in the way wherein 
they should go, are you not defi- 
cient in one point, namely, inincul- 
cating on their minds the principles 
by which you are distinguished 
as Dissenters? These principles, 
it is granted, are of far less im- 
portance than the truths common 
to sincere Christians of all deno- 
minations, Yet, while I would 
discourage as much as possible 
sectarian feelings, F eannot for- 
bear entreating you to instruct 
your children more thoroughly in 
those views which you entertain 
as Protestant Dissenters. 

When Moses commanded the 
Israelites to keep the passover, he 


supposed that, in the lapse of 


time, their children might be de- 
sirous to know the origin of that 
rite; he therefore taught them to 
say, It is the sacrifice of the 
Lord’s passover, who passed over 


the houses of the children of 


Israel in Egypt, when he smote 
the Egyptians, and delivered our 
houses.* And is there not some- 
thing in you which will equally 
excite the curiosity of your chil- 
dren? Will they not wonder, 
since the disciples of Christ ought 
to constitute one body in appear- 
ance as well as in reality, they 
being all branches of the same 
tree, at your separating from 
those persons in the established 
church whom there is reason to 


a ene ReEemen 


* Exod, xii, 27. 
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deem Christians, and performing 
by yourselves the rites of. divine 
worship? Will they not think you 
guilty of violating the unity of 
the church, of interrupting the 
fraternal intercourse that ought 
to prevail among Christians, and 
of establishing an interest hostile 
to the communion of saints? 
What answer will you give to their 
inquiries, and how will you justify 
a procedure, which appears at 
first sight solittle consonant with 
the maxims of scripture, and the 
practice of the purest ages of the 
church? Surely you ought to 
explain to them the necessity in 
which dissent originated, and by 
which it is still justified. In ordey 
that your ancestors may not be 
considered as the authors, and 
yourselves as the abettors, of @ 
wanton and detestable schism, it 
behoves you to state the grounds 
on which you think yourselves 
obliged to forma religious com- 
munity by yourselves. ° 

It would tend to correct your 
remissness in this particular, if 
you were to pay attention to the 
zeal and diligence of churchmen, 
With them the excellence of their 
church is an incessant theme of 
panegyric. The evangelical purity 
of its doctrine, its apostolical con- 
stitution, its primitive discipline, 
its decorous ceremonies, and its 
charitable spirit, are the topics of 
innumerable charges and orations. 
The accusations which they bring 
against Dissenters, of diversity of 
opinion, of imperfection in their 
mode of worship, and of a need- 
less and therefore criminal sepa- 
ration from the most pure and 
most primitive of churches, fur- 
nish them with matter for copious. 
declamation, strengthen the at- 
tachment of their adherents to 
the national church, and agera- 
vate their abhorrence of dissent. 
To counteract these effects, and 
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to prevent these representations 
from imposing on your children, 
is it not necessary to tell them 
again and again, that there was 
no religious establishment until 
nearly the middle of the fourth 
century; that the Christian church 
became greatly corrupted soon af- 
ter that dreadful event; that be- 
lievers ought not to be yoked toge- 
ther with unbelievers; and that 
therefore every religious establish- 
ment is necessarily wrong and an- 
tiscriptural? When you have deep- 
ly laid this foundation, you may 
then proceed to state to them, as 
minor considerations, your objec- 
tions to the general frame and 
constitution of the church of 
England; to its officers; to its 
liturgy; to its ceremonies; to 
its impositions ; to its discipline ; 
to the forcing of ministers upon 
the people without their choice ; 
to its spiritual courts; to its 
tithes ;* &e. &c. It may also not 
be amiss to furnish them with 
a history of the Nonconformists, 


and of their sufferings in the cause: 


of-religious dissent. 

The free and generous princi- 
ples which constitute the civil 
polity of these realms, it is well 
known, originated with the Pu- 
ritans, and have, at all times, 
been cordially cherished by their 
descendants, the Protestant Dis- 
senters. A love of liberty, civil 
and religious, enters into the very 
idea of a Protestant Dissenter. 
The tolerating maxims that origin- 
ated with ‘the ancestors of the 
Dissenters, were not spontane- 
ously embraced by churchmen. 
The freedom of worship, at pre- 
sent enjoyed, was extorted from 


* These last three things indeed are 
not articles of minor consideration, but 
result from the UNEQUAL YOKE 
BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND 
THE STATE. 
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them; the intolerance of the 
clergy being restrained by the 
civil authorities, How many 
churchmen are there who be- 
grudge you the exercise of the 
privileges with which you are by 
the laws invested! In this state 
of things, it surely becomes you 
to transmit to your offspring the 
legacy of noble and generous 
principles, which you inherited. 
If you take not pains to instil 
them into the minds of your 
children, you will seem ungrateful 
to your ancestors, who maintain- 
ed them at the risk of liberty, for- 
tune, and hfe. Let-it not be 
imagined that you have relin- 
quished those exalted sentiments 
to which this nation owes its 
fame, its security, and its happi- 
ness. 

You think the views which you 
entertain of the constitution and 
discipline of the Christian church 
consonant to the scripture, and 
to the practice of the first ages. 
Of course, you must suppose the 
prevalence of them connected in 
a degree with the purity and vi- 
gour of the Christian religion. 
While you teach your children 
the doctrines which you hold in 
common with other Christians, 
can you be satisfied, asif you had 
discharged your duty, if you ex- 
plain not to them the opinions 
which distinguish you as Dis- 
senters? 

The existence of Dissenters, 
too, is beneficial to the church 
itself. When their doctrines are 
illustrated by practice, it has a 
great influence on the church. It 
checks the extravagant preten- 
sions in which her members are 
prone to indulge; it lays a re- 
straint on her corruptions and 
abuses; it promotes among her 
clergy learning and decorum of 
manners; and it excites their 
zeal, and stimulates them to a 
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more regular discharge of their 
duties, 

If these considerations should 
induce you to pay.a greater atten- 
tion to the instructing of your 
children in the principles of dis- 
sent, it will gratify 

A DISSENTER.* 
—- ~<—-e——~ 
ON THE 
ACT OF FORGIVENESS. 


To the Editors of the Baptist Magazine 


QUERY. 


WILL you, or some one of 


your numerous correspondents, 
favour us with scriptural ideas, as 
to the time when the act of for- 
giveness was, or is passed, and 
whether it is supposed to be all 
at once, or as the poet says, 


¢« A part to-day, to-morrow more, 
As we our sins commit.” 


Keeping up a distinction between 

the act itself, and the manifesta- 

tion of it, to the comfort of God’s 

people? , 
PHILO. 

" May 18, 1818. 


ANSWER. 


WE know not what better an- 
swer to return to the above quer- 
ist, than what is contained in the 
following extract ; 


«* We inquire whether justifica- 
tion includes the pardon of our 
sins, past, present, and to come 
That it includes the pardon of 
sin, has been proved already, 
aE Ss ERECTA ATR A SE eT SIE 

* We would earnestly recommend to 
the heads of families in our congrega- 
tions, “ The Protestant Dissenter’s Cate- 
chism :” by the late Rev. Samuel Palmer, 
of Hackney ; and “The Principles of 
Nonconformity sanctioned by the New 


Testament:” a sermon by Dr. Newman. 
Horr. 


ON THE ACT OF 


YTORGIVENESSs 


from Rom. iv. 6,7 and seeing 
it is promised of him that be- 
lieveth, that he ‘ shall not come 


into condemnation,’ it must, in 


some way, secure the pardon of 


all his sins, and the-possession of 


eternal life. Yet to speak of sins 
as being pardoned, before they 
are repented of, or even com- 
mitted, is not only to maintain 
that on which the scriptures are 
silent, but to contradict the cur- 
rent language of their testimony. 
If all our sins, past, present, and 
to come, were actually forgiven, 
either when Christ laid down his 
life, or even on our first believing, 
why did David speak of ‘ con- 
fessing his transgression,’ and of 
God’s ¢ forgiving his iniquity? 
Why did Solomon teach us, that 
‘ He that confesseth and forsak- 
eth his sins shall find mercy Y 
Why did our Lord direct us, in 
our daily prayers, to say, ‘ For- 
give us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors? And why add, ‘If 
ye forgive not men their tres- 
passes, neither will your heaven- 
ly Father forgive you your tres- 
passes? Finally, Why did the 
apostle John teach us, that ‘If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness? 

‘‘ Nor is it sufficient to under- 
stand this language, of the mani- 


festation of forgiveness to the 


mind. Forgiveness is not op- 
posed to merely withholding the 
comforts of religion, but to ‘ lay- 
ing our sins to our charge.’ The 
parable of the servant, who took 
his fellow-servant by the throat, 
and was delivered by his Lord to 
the tormentors, is thus applied 
by our Lord; © So likewise shall 
my heavenly Father do also unto 
you, if ye from your hearts for- 
give not every one his brother 
their trespasses.’ This undoubt- 
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edly means more than withhold- 
ing a sense of forgiveness in the 
present life. Nor is there any 
thing in all this inconsistent with 
the certain perseverance of true 
believers, or with the promise 
that they ‘shall not come into 
condemnation.’ The truth taught 
us in this promise is not that if, 
after believing in Christ, we live 
in sin, and die without repent- 
ance, we shall nevertheless escape 
condemnation; but that provi- 
sion is made in behalf of believers, 
that they shall not live in sin; 
that they shall not die without 
repentance; but return to God, 
and so obtain forgiveness. The 
promise of non condemnation in- 
cludes that of repentance and 
perseverance. ‘I will put my 
law in their hearts, and they shall 
not depart from me,’ 

“We may think, if the Lord 
appointed us to obtain salvation 
by Jesus Christ, whatever be our 
conduct, he will never threaten 
us with any thing beyond a se- 
vere chastisement; but Christ did 
not act in this manner towards 
his disciples. He not only gave 
the unforgiving to expect no for- 
giveness at the hand of God, but 
enforced the giving up of that 
which caused them to offend, 
though it were as dear as a right 


hand, or a right eye, on pain of 


being cast into hell fire. He al- 
lowed no one, while in an evil 
course, to take it for granted, 


that he was nevertheless a good. 


man; but pointed him to the 
end, whither that course, if per- 
sisted in, would lead him. Warn- 
ings are as necessary in some cir- 
cumstances, ag encouragements 
are in others; and their being 
enforced, on pain of eternal de- 
struction, may be the appointed 
means of saving us from it.” 


Fuller's Sermons on various Subjects. 


CHURCHES. 
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ON MUSIC IN CHURCHES, 


QUERY. 


Is it lawful for Christians, 
when they are assembled toge- 
ther for divine worship, to unite 
instrumental music with vocal in 
the worship of God ? 

A SINGER. 


ANSWER. 


RELIcIovs worship falls un- 
der three heads ; viz. Moral, In- 
stituted, and Discretionary. 

1, MoRAL.—Prayer is a moral 
duty; and the singing of praise 
appears to be so, Col. ili. 16. Ps. 
civ. 38. There may be appen- 
dages to moral duties, which are 
not morally obligatory. Thus, 
under the Old Testament dispen- 
sation, Incense was an appendage 
to prayer, and instrumental mu- 
sic to singing; but neither the 
one nor the other was of a moral 
nature. No one says that it is 
sinful not to use instrumental 
music in divine worship. 

2. INSTITUTED.—Instrument- 
al music was instituted under the 
Old Testament dispensation. In 
the time of Moses were used the 
trumpet and cornet: David add- 
ed many other instruments by the 
divine command, 2 Chron. xxix, 
25. Instituted worship ceased 
at the death of Christ. Instru- 
mental music was not instituted 
by Christ or his apostles; they 
sang a hymn, Matt. xxvi. 30. 
Singing is not only a moral duty, 
but it is instituted under the New 
Testament dispensation, Eph. v, 
19. Col. iii. 16, &e. 

3. DiscRETIONARY.— When 
a moral, or aninstituted duty ad- 
mits of being performed in a va- 
riety of Ways, none of which are 
inconsistent with its morality, or 
with the divine. appointment, 
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there is place for. the exercise of 
discretion in the selection of the 
best mode of performing it. 
Thus, every church must. judge 
for itself at what hour to begin 
public. worship, what tunes to 
sing, how often singing shall be 
performed, and other similar cir- 
cumstances. 

If music, as a general term, 
were either a moral or an insti- 
tuted duty, instrumental music, 
being included in it, might be 
lawfully used. But under the 
gospel dispensation, singing only 
being instituted, instrumental mu- 
sic is unlawful. 

The only case in which discre- 
tion appears admissible is, in the 
selecting of amode of perform- 
ing a duty which must be per- 
formed in some way, but where 
the particular way is not ap- 
pointed. From the introduction 
of discretion, in other cases, 
arises all the will-worship of the 
Romish church. If the lawful- 
ness of instrumental music in re- 
ligious worship were to be grant- 
ed, we could no longer consist- 
ently condemn the farrago of 
Popish ceremonies. Instrumental 
music was notadmitted even into 
that church till after the year 
1250. Thomas Aquinas, who 
was born in 1225, and died in 
1274, and whose writings are held 
in the greatest estimation by the 
Romish church, writes thus: ‘In 
the old law God was praised both 
with musical instruments and hu- 
man voices; but the Christian 
church does not use instruments 
to praise bim, lestshe should seem 
to judaize.” ‘So that it seems,” 
says Dr, Jennings, Jew. Antiq. 
book i. chap. 5,). “instrumental 
music hath been introduced into 
Christian worship within about 
the last 500 years, in the darkest 
and most corrupt times of Popery. 
It is retained in the Lutheran 
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church, contrary to the opinion 
of Luther; who, as Eckard con- 
fesses, reckoned organs among 
the ensigns of Baal. Organs are 
still used in some of the Dutch 
churches, but against the minds 
of their pastors; for in the na- 
tional synod at Middleburgh, 
anno 1681, and in that of Holland 
and Zealand, anno 1594, it was 
resolved that they would endea- 
vour to obtain of the magistrates, 
the laying aside of organs, and 
the singing with them in churches. 
The church of England also, in 
her homilies, strongly remone- 
strates against the use of organs, 
and other instruments of music, 
in churches, In the homily, on 
the place and time of prayer, af- 
ter mention of piping, singing, 
chanting, and playing on organs, 
which was in use before the Re- 
formation, weare exhorted ‘ great- 
ly to rejoice, and give thanks to 
God, that our churches are de- 
livered out of these things, that 
displeased God so sore, and so 
filthily defiled the holy house 
and place of prayer.’ I only add, 
that the voice of harpers and mu- 
sicians, and of pipers and trum- 
peters, is mentioned among the 
glories of the mystical Babylon, 
that mother of harlots and abomi- 
nations of the earth, whom God 
will destroy with the sword of his 
mouth, and with the brightness of 
his coming.” 

If it should be objected, that 
we read in the Revelation of 
“‘harpers harping with their 
harps ;” we answer, It is true: but 
we also read in that book of 
the golden altar; of the offering - 
of incense, as an appendage to 
prayer; and of other imagery 
borrowed from the Jewish dis- 
pensation, But no Protestant 
will from hence argue, that in- 
cense ought to be used in diying 
worship by Christians, 


REMARKS, &c. ON DR. ROBERT WALKER. 


REMARKS 
On Mr. W. Jones's Reply 


TOA 
VINDICATION 


OF THE LATE 


DR. ROBERT WALKER. 


To the Editors of the Baptist Magazine. 


Mr. WIiLtitraAM JONES has 
been pleased to reply toa “ Vin- 
dication of the late Dr. Robert 
Walker,” published in the July 
Number of your Work. 

May I beg, as an additional fa- 
vour to that already conferred, 
that you will print the following 
few remarks on that Reply? 

I trust I can readily and 
heartily forgive Mr. Jones for the 
contempt with which he treats me. 
Indeed I have little to boast of ; 
I have not procured to myself 
any great distinction in the world, 
and my obscurity in the metro- 
polis may be pleaded for him in 
excuse, 

I must observe, however, that 
Mr. Jones is mistaken when he 
asserts that I took care to let him 
know I was a Doctor. This was 
no care of mine. My doctorate 
is now too old to be an object of 
attention. It has long ceased to 
minister to my vanity. Mr. Jones 
will surely excuse me when I ask, 
whether in this instance, he has 
not made an assertion somewhat 
rash, and unfavourable to his 


neighbour? 


Notwithstanding the proof ad- 
duced by Mr, Jones to the con- 
trary, I must still say, that Dr. 
Walker’s talents and literary ac- 
quirement were respectable, I 
cannot admit that the judgment 
of the Monthly Reviewers is de- 
cisive of the value of his book on 
Small Pox. 

I am happy to observe, that 
the observations of Mr. Jones, in 
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his Reply, refer wholly to my 
friend’s literary character. He 
has not repeated his charge of 
‘‘Misrepresentation ;” and, on 
this account, I trust he has seen 
reason to doubt of the propriety 
of urging. what was the most of- 
fensive accusation against the re- 
putation of my deceased friend. 
I am so far satisfied ; and I thank 
him for this instance of his can- 
dour, I can easily acquit Mr. 
Jones of personal animosity to 
Dr. Walker. Indeed I never 
charged him with it, but attri- 
buted his conduct to the want of 
correct information, It now ap- 
pears that I was not mistaken in 
this. The sources of the know- 
ledge of Dr, Walker’s character 
possessed by Mr. Jones, are ‘‘on- 
ly his writings, and the reports of 
others.” The first is truly a le- 
gitimate source of knowledge; 
but the other, or hearsay, is not 
generally admitted to be satisfac- 
tory evidence, 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obliged and humble 
servant, 
WILLIAM BROWN. 
Edinburgh, 46, Hanover-strect, 
October 2, 1818. 


—><—— 
THE 
CAUSE AND CONSEQUENCES 
OF 
BACKSLIDING, 
WITH AN EXHORTATION TO 
BACKSLIDERS 
AND’ 


YOUNG CHRISTIANS. 


WHAT are the circumstances 
which lead the soul astray from 
God? and what the result of such . 
conduct, on the part of the back- 
slider? are questions of vital im- 
portance to the welfare of the 
Christian, I intend not, how- 
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ever, to enter into a minute in- 
vestigation of the subject, but 
merely to throw out a few ideas, 
which must occur to the mind 
of any one who should sit down 
to consider it, and which, I hope, 
will be of service to some of your 
readers who have but little time 
for reflection. 

The backsliding state of the 
heart is not at first openly mani- 
fest. It begins in secret, and fre- 
quently is a long time before it 
breaks out to the view of others. 
It resembles a fire, which first 
commences with a spark, and 
gradually spreads itself till it 
bursts forth in a widely extended 
blaze. It begins, 

1. In an abatement of the af- 
fections towards God and divine 
things, which increases till the 
heart becomes quite unaffected 
by those discoveries of God, and 
Christ, and his grace, which, at 
one time, filled it with unspeaka- 
ble delight. 

2. This is followed by the neg- 
lect of the more private duties of 
religion, such as closet prayer, 
and meditation. There is an ab- 
sence of that fervent desire for 
those duties which was once felt; 
and excuses are framed to pacify 


conscience for the neglect of 


them. 

8. Some besetting sin is se- 
cretly cherished in the heart. 
The imagination feasts upon it, 
and it is acted over in the mind, 
again and again; in consequence 
of which, a familiarity ensues, and 
the deformity of it insensibly di- 
minishes, and the guilt and dan- 
ger of actually committing it 
vanish, 

«« Vice isa monster of such hideous mien, 
As to be hated, needs but to be seen; 


But seen too oft, familiar with its face, 
We first begin to pity, then embrace.” 


4, Excuses are invented for 
the indulgence of the particular 
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sin which besets the soul. These 
excuses are, for the most part, 
drawn from the infirmity of hu- 
man vature, and the lapses of 
some eminent Christians. 

5. The door being thus thrown 
open to sin, it enters with all its 
force, and the backslider is hur- 
ried on to the gratification of his 
depraved appetite. And as sin 
is of a hardening nature, Heb. iii. 
13, by benumbing the conscience, 
and weakening its power to re- 
buke and alarm, the backslider 
feels less resistance from this in- 
ward monifor ; and consequently 
less difficulty in the repetition of 
his sin. He therefore indulges 
himself in his beloved lust, ap- 
parently without remorse or com- 
punction, 

In this state of accumulated 
guilt and awful insensibility he 
remains, unless God send a Na- 
than to rouse his sleeping con- 
science, and to proclaim his dis- 
pleasure; or, by some alarming 
providence, or afHicting dispensa- 
tion, open his eyes to see the pre- 
cipice upon which he stands, and 
awaken him to a sense of his guilt 
and danger. 

The consequences of this back- 
sliding, are: 

1. Loss of peace of conscience. 
Isa. xlviii. 18. 

2. Anticipations 
wrath. Psalm vi. 1. 

3. Loss of character. 
iv. 1. 

4, Injury as to outward tem- 
poral circumstances. Rom. vi. 21. 

5 Grief and distraction of 
mind. Psalm li. 8. 

Thus the backslider is filled 
with the bitter fruit of his own 
ways. And if the mercy of God 
were not higher than the heavens, 
and he himself had not con- 
descended to address persons in 
those circumstances, and invited 
them to return to him, with the 


of Divine 


Lam. 
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promise of healing their back- 
slidings, there would be no hope: 
the wrath of God would drink 
up their spirits; and they would 
sink under the weight of their 
guilt, and perish. 

But the case of such persons 
requires aremedy, and God has 
mercifully provided one i the 
atonement of Christ. The blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
from all sin! ‘* And if any man 
sin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righ- 
teous.” To this blessed Advo- 
cate must the backslider bring 
his case, and to the, fountain 
opened for sin and for unclean- 
ness must he repair to wash his 
sins away. For there is no other 
remedy for him than that from 
which he first obtained relief. 

His case is indeed far worse 
now than it was then; for he has 
sinned against light and know- 
ledge, and against numberless 
proofs of the goodness of God. 
But still there is no other remedy, 
and this is proposed for his relief 
when every other would be inef- 
fectual. 

It will be »well for him if he is 
not given up to hardness of heart, 
and to slight this remedy ; and to 
go on from bad to worse. But 
Jet him pause a moment, and re- 
flect, that every step he takes in 
this dangerous course, leads him 
farther from God, and nearer to 
hell. Let him reflect upon what 
Christ suffered to save his people 
from their sins; upon the injury 
which he is doing to the cause of 
truth and holiness by his base and 
ungrateful conduct; upon the loss 
he has experienced in his own 
soul in consequence of it; and 
upon the inevitable result if God 
should be provoked to say, “‘ He 
is joined to idols, let him alone ;” 
and should so far give him up to 
the power of sin, as that he should 
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be completely enslaved by it, and 
led captive by the devil at his 
will. Let him bear the voice of 
infinite mercy calling upon him to 
forsake his evil ways, and to re- 
turn unto the Lord, with a pro- 
mise that he will ‘‘ receive him 
graciously, and love him freely.” 
But let him not dare to presume, 
from the forbearance of God, to 
indulge his depraved appetite 
a Kittle longer, with the hope 
that he may afterwards return ; 
for if he do this, he will never 
know when to stop; for the longer 
sin is indulged, the more difficult 
it will be to abandon it, and con- 
sequently the case becomes more 
dangerous, and ultimately hope- 
less. Let me give a few admoni- 
tions to the young Christian. 

1. Presume not to say, “ This 
will never be my case: I shall 
never backslide.” But rather pray 
to God that you mever may. 
“The heart is deceitful above all 
things ;” and ‘‘ he that trusteth 
in his own heart is a fool,” and 
has no correct views of human 
nature, of human depravity, and 
of the utter insufficiency of all 
means of preservation which are 
not connected with a steadfast 
dependance upon the God of all 
grace. “ Be not high-minded,” 
says the apostle, ‘but fear.” And 
again, ‘‘ Let him that thinketh he 
standeth, take heed lest he fall.” 

2. Nip sinin the bud. It first 
appears in the imagination. That 
is the forge where all those sins 
are wrought which “ pierce the 
soul through with many sorrows.” 
When an unholy thought, or im- 
pure desire, is felt rising in the 
mind, instantly cry to God for 
sanctifying and sin subduing grace, 
“‘ Create in me a clear heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit 
within me.” 

8. Cultivate secret devotion, 
meditation, and prayer. Let the 
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subjects of meditation be (1.) The 
exceeding sinfulness of sin. (2.) 
The beauty and unspeakable 
blessedness of holiness.’ (3) The 
love of Christ in dying for us. 
(4.) The claims of gratitude aris- 
ing from what God, and Christ, 
and the Blessed Spirit, have done 
for us. (5.) The inestimable value 
of- a good conscience (6.) The 
awful consequences of sin, as 
witnessed in the case of back- 
sliders in general. (7.) The day 
of death, and the day of judg- 
ment, when the least sin will 
appear inexpressibly great and 
heinous. 

Let no day pass without spend- 
ing at least one hour in com- 
munion with God, by prayer and 
reading the scriptures. ‘‘ Blessed 
is the man,” saith the Psalmist, 
‘¢ that meditateth in thy law day 
and night;” and again, ‘ They 
that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength.” Thus your 
way will be prosperous;- your 
mind will be peaceful; and you 
will escape those miseries which 
many have brought upon them- 
selves by forsaking God, and 
walking in forbidden paths. 

Wallingford. I. F. D. 


= = 
ON 
CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS. 


0 the Editors of the Baptist Magazine. 
I LATELY read to some friends 


Peter’s essay on the subject of 
y ] 


Christian Forgiveness, in your 
Magazine for August, request- 
ing their opinion concerning it. 
Whatever shades of difference 
there were in our opinions, there 
was a general dissatisfaction, 
which gave rise to the following 
queries. 

1. Is it not extraordinary that, 
in nearly. two pages in answer to 
the question, “ What is Christian 


FORGIVENESS. 


forgiveness?”—only ten lines, con- 
sisting of the definition, are to 
the purpose? All the rest only 
shows what it is mot, and in what 
circumstances its exercise would 
be “impracticable,” and “unsafe.” 

2. Are the ‘* circumstances of 
disagreement” which PETER ~-has 
stated to “ exist between Divine 
and Christian forgiveness” cor- 
rect? Let us inquire. 

1. “ Divine forgiveness is sove- 
reign. * He hath mercy on whom 
he will have mercy.’ On the 
contrary we are commanded to 
forgive, under a penalty of receiv- 
ing ‘ judgment without mercy.’” 
-—But here is no ‘ disagreement 
between Divine and Christian for- 
giveness ;” the variation respects 
the parties who exercise it. Man 
is under obligation to ie co but 
God is not. 

2. “ Divine forgiveness is the 
spontaneous effusion of love to 
man,” and not “ beneficial’ to 
God. ‘* On the contrary, while 
Christian forgiveness is our duty, 
it is also highly advantageous to 
ourselves ;” that is, it promotes our 
welfare. And ought not Chris- 
tian forgiveness to be “ the spon- 
taneous effusion of love to man?” 

Should it be said, If ‘* sedf- 
interest” should not operate as 
the motive, still the exercise of 
Christian forgiveness is ‘ insepa- 
rably” connected with our in- 
terest, that is, our happiness; ¥ 
would then ask, Does not the 
Divine Being delight in the exer- 
cise of forgiveness ? : 

3. ‘ Divine forgiveness is in- 
variably accompanied by reconci- 
liation, and arestoration to former 


friendship ;” but Christian. fore 


civeness, it is said, is not. Is 
there then an instance in the New 
Testament, in which Christian 
forgiveness is either enjoined or 
practised, without reconcilation ? 


AMATOR QUI. 
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Fuventle Department, 
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PHILOSOPHICAL 
REFLECTIONS. 


No. XIX. 
‘THE ELECTRIC FLUID. 


(CONTINUED.) 


“ How very dull the intellect of man: 
Trifling his knowledge of the works of God! 
The little known he gains by slow degrees, 
And often owes to seeming accident: 

Thus ages roll’d before th’ electric fire, 
Though universally diffus’d around, * 

At all was understood—and longer still 
Before its ever-working influence, 

(Now Galvanism called,) where friction’s aid 
Is neither known nor needed, met his eye. 
Wondrous power! that silently performs 
Its destined chemical effects, and proves 
Afresh the being of . God!” 


Besipesth. >xcitation of the elec- 
tric fluid by fiiction, it has been of 
late discovered, that certain combi- 
nations of matter produce the same 
effects, though in a different degree, 
by mere chemical action on each 
other, which method of operation is 
called Galvanism. 

It is not ofteh that we can form a 
correct idea of the nature of any 
science, from the term by which it is 
distinguished. The thinking youth 
will at once perceive that these 
names are very arbitrary, and some- 
times originate in apparently acci- 
dental circumstances. On the pre- 
sent occasion, instead of a term de- 
scriptive of the idea, we have a ter- 
mination affixed to the name of the 
discoverer, Galvani, a native of Bo- 
logna, who first observed some phe- 
nomena which gave rise to this 
science, and of which he published 
an account in 1791. And though it 
could be wished that there had been 
some general rule by which names 
should have been apportioned to 
newly-discovered sciences, &c. either 
all pointing to their discoverers, or, 
what would have been better, all 
descriptive of their nature, all we 
can do is, regret theirregularity and 
adopt the custom. 


Dr. Galvani was a professor of 
anatomy, and attending one evening 
to electrical experiments, on a table 
on which were some frogs that had 
been skinned, one of the party acci- 
dentally touched the principal nerve 
of a frog at the same time that he 
took a spark from the prime conduc- 
tor of the electrical machine; Gal- 
vani’s wife observed that the mus- 
cles of the little animal were strong- 
ly convulsed, and this observation of 
hers led the professor to make a va- 
tiety of experiments both on dead 
and living frogs; from which he 
found, that these convulsions might 
be excited without the aid of the 
electrical machine, merely by mak- 
ing a communication between the 
nerves and muscles with substances 
that are conductors of electricity. 
Similar experiments being tried on 
other animals with equal success, it 
Was suspected that there was an 
electricity peculiar to animals. 

It now appears, however, that the 
effects produced result from the che- 
mical agency of the substances em- 
ployed on each other. If ihe youth 
place a piece of zine under his 
tongue, and half-a-crown upon the 
tongue, so that he may cause the 
outer edges of these two metals to 
touch each other, he will perceive a 
disagreeable taste, occasioned, it is 
supposed, by the decomposition of 
the particles of saliva; and, if the 
experiment be made in the dark, he 
may observe a faint flash of light; 
or, when the light.is excluded from 
his room, the flash may be caused 
by placing a slip of tin-foil upon one 
of the eyes, and a piece of silver in 
his mouth, and causing the two sub- 
stances to touch each other at their 
extremities. 

A variety of facts had long becn 
reported, apparently not sufficiently 
interesting to deserve minute in- 
quiry, some of which indeed were 
far from generally believed, that yet 
indicated some péculiar eliects aris- 
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ing from the combination of various 
metallic substances in certain situa- 
tions: thus the flavour of porter was 
declared to be greatly improved. 
when taken from a pewter vessel. 
Although pure mercury will long re- 
tain its splendour, yet its amalgam 
with any other metal is speedily 
tarnished. In the copper sheathing 
of ships, the parts about the iron 
nails with which it is fastened, and 
the nails themselves, soon become 
corroded about the place of contact. 
Zinc immersed in water may be 
kept for along period without oxyda- 
tion ; but a change is soon observa- 
ble, although it continue in water, if 
it is brought in contact with a piece 
of tin. Works of metal, soldered to- 
gether by means of other ‘metals, 
speedily tarnish about the places of 
contact. The Etruscan inscriptions 
are in good preservation, because 
engraven on pure lead ; while many 
medals of lead less pure, of much 
more recent date, are corroded. 
These, and many other effects, are 
now easily accounted for. 

Considering the electric fluid as 
generally diffused through nature, 
and galvanism as merely another 
method of exciting it, it is not sur- 
prising that the bodies which con- 
duct it should be numerous. These 
conductors have been divided into 
two classes. The bodies of the first 
class are called dry and perfect con- 
ductors, comprehending metallic 
substances and charcoal. 'Those of 
the second class, denominated im- 
perfect conductors, include water, 
acids, and all substances which con- 
tain those fluids; and among them- 
selves, the substances of the second 
class differ much more in conduct- 
ing power than those of the first 
class. 

In the application of various bo- 
dies in the investigations of this 
science, it was soon found that order 
and system were obsérvable, and 
fresh indications were afforded of 
the infinite wisdom, power, and good- 
ness of the great Creator, in kindly 
controlling the influence of this 
powerlul and widely-diffused fluid, 
by the nice arrangements necessary 
to its operation. Thus two con- 
ductors were found to produce no 
sensible effect, and seldom ‘was 
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any consequence observable, if three 
conductors were employed belong- 
ing to the same class. To ensure 
successful experiment, it was need- 
ful to make use of two conductors 
of the first or second class, with one 
of the remaining class. Mr. Volta, 
who entered into the study with 
great zeal, found that the slight ef- 
fects produced by such a combina- 
tion might be greatly increased, by 
repeating the combination, and, in- 
deed, that the strength of the effect 
Was proportioned to the multipli- 
cation of the arranged conductors. 
These facts established, led to the 
invention of piles and batteries, in 
which the conducting substances 
are arranged with convenience and 
elegance. These batteries are de- 
nominated of the first or second or- 
der, according as the combinations, 
of which they consist, are of the first 
or second class. More recently 
troughs have been invented, which 
are divided into numerous grooves. 
Into each of these grooves are intro- 
duced a plate of copper and one of 
zinc, which order must be observed in 
every grovye. The trough is filled 
with water, which forms the con- 
ductor of the second class; and a lit- 
tleacid, salt, or muriate of ammoniac 
is added to the water to promote the 
chemical action. A communication 
being then made by the hands, be- 
tween the first and last cell of the 
trough, a shock will be felt, and if 
the hand should have been lately 
scratched or wounded, the sensa- 
tion, at such part, will be painful. 
"The shock, however, is far less vio- 
lent than that received from a Ley- 
den phial, charged by the electrical 
apparatus; for although the latter 
contains but a small quantity of 
the electric fluid, yet it is so much 
condensed, that in passing to an 
equilibrium, its action is powerful, 
often forcing its way through an 
inch of air: in the former case, a 
great quantity of the fluidis excited, 
but it is in so rare a state, that it 
cannot force its passage through the 
air, and the conductors must be 
brought into actual contact, or not 
more than the fortieth part of an 
inch apart, to produce the desired 
effect. The electric fluid from 4 
powerful apparatus, that is, where 
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several troughs are connected with 
each ether, willinflame gunpowder, 
ether, spirits of wine, cotton, phos- 
phorus, and similar substances. It 
will also redden, fuse, and consume 
slender metallic wires, tinfoil, gold, 
silver, and copperleaves. It, more- 
over, may be made to decompose 
water, where ordinary electricity has 
failed. Indeed electrical and galva- 
nic experiments are countless, and 
afford exhaustless sources of enter- 
tainment,—entertainment, at once 


innocent, rational, and improving,’ 


which may be practised amid all the 
delights of home, and all the endear- 
ments of the social circle. It is, 
however, not merely amusing, it is 
already employed medically with 
some success, and it is highly pro- 
bable, that it may yet please the Al- 
mighty to reward future inquirers, 
by the discovery of its greater 
uses, 

This excitation of the electric 
fluid readily accounts for that ani- 
mal electricity long noticed in the 
torpedo, the gymnastus electricus, 
&e. 
with an electric organ, consisting of 
laminze, or pellicles, arranged in co- 
lumns, and separated from each 
other by moisture; and, therefore, 
coinciding with the galvanic bat- 
tery. A person applying one hand 
to the upper and the other to the 
under surface of these fishes will re- 
ceive a shock. Whensmall fish are 
put into the water, wherein the gym- 
nastus is kept, they are generally 
stunned, and often killed by the 
shock, and afterwards devoured by 
this peculiar eel. 

The recent discovery of this species 
of electrical excitation is another 
- proof of the ignorance of man, even 
concerning those objects of nature 
with which he is perpetually sur- 
rounded, and should teach him hu- 
mility in those loftier investigations 
to which his attention is occasion- 
ally directed. What lively grati- 
tude should fill his mind, that, in 
the important concerns of eternity, 
God has pitied his ignorance, and 
sent him a revelation of his will, ac- 
companied by the promised aid of 
an unerring teacher, to all tliat ear- 
nestly desire and sincerely seek his 
influence; and how cautiously should 
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he estimate that reason which, al- 
though when rightly employed, it is 
so ennobling, has too frequently been 
the slave of the grossest superstition 
and the most wanton infidelity. 

Let the youth ever bear in mind, 
that he never manifests more igno- 
rance than when he boasts of wis- 
dom; and that he is never in a 
more dangerous state, than when 
pride gains the ascendency in his 
mind, 

N.N. 
wep ee 


THE 


RIVER NIGER, 


Many of our young readers must 
have heard of the endeavours which 
have been made to explore the course 
and termination of this African 
river. We have collected, for their 
information, the following particu- 
lars :— ; ° 

Peter Heylin, who lived about 
160 years ago, says, that the Niger 
“has its rise from a great lake, 
within two degrees of the equinoc- 
tial, wheice, ruuning northwards 
for a time, he hideth himself under 
ground, for the space of 60 miles 
together: when, rising up again, 
and making a great lake, called the 
lake of Borneo, he bendeth his 
course directly westward ; and tak- 
ing in many less channels, he tear- 
eth the earth into many islands, and 
at last falleth into the sea,” (mean- 
ing the Atlantic Ocean.)—Brookes’s 
Gazetteer, 10th edit. 1797, says, that: 
“Tts rise and termination are un- 
known; but its course is from k. to 
w. running s. of the empire of Cash- 
na, toward ‘Tombuctoo, on the s. of 
which country it is supposed to be 
lost in the sands,”* The Encyclo- 
peedia Britannica, 3d edit. says, that 
“after having rua from £. to w. 


| during a prodigious long course, it 


turns at last short to the south, at a 
league and a haif distance from the 
western ocean, into which it opens 


* As the Niger is now found to ran 
from w. to £. these places, where it is 
supposed to fall into the ground and 
to be lost, are probably the place of its 
origin. 
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its way in lat. 15° 55’ n.”* But. it 
appears, from later researches, that 
this river runs from w. to zB. It was 
the opinion of the celebrated Mungo 
Park, that, after passing in this di- 
rection the city of Tombuctoo,+ it 
turns te the s. (perhaps 500 miles Fr. 
of 'Tombuctoo,) crosses the line, and 
runsinto the Atlantic Ocean, inabout 
6 degrees s. lat. by the name of the 
Congo, or Zaire,”{ which is a mag- 
nificent river, several miles broad, 
above 50 fathoms deep, and running 
six miles an hour. 

An expedition lately sailed a con- 
siderable way up this river, in order 
to ascertain the fact; but the diffi- 
culties were so great, that the un- 
dertaking was relinquished. Ano- 
ther enterprize is now going for- 
ward with a view to the accom- 
plishment of the same object. Cap- 
tain Gray, of the. Royal African 
Corps, when the last intelligence 
arrived, had commenced a voyage 
up the Gambia river, which is about 
400 miless. ofthe Senegal. As soon 
as a transport which had been dis- 
patched to the Cape de Verd islands, 
should return with horses and mules, 
he was to begin his journey into the 
interior, concerning which but little 
is at present known. D’Anville, 


%* This is an error. What is here said 
of the Niger, is true only of the Senegal, 
which rises about 700 miles f£. of the 
Atlantic Ocean, near the place where 
the Niger is now supposed to rise. 

+ The latitude of Tombuctoo is about 
15 degrees n. It is about 1300 miles 
from the Atlantic. 

t Its mouth is about 2000 miles from 
the country of the Hottentots. 
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who composed the interior part of 
his map of Africa in 1749, derived 
almost all his positions from Edrisi, 
who wrote in the twelfth century. 
Sonth of Barbary is the desert of 
Zaara, reaching from Nubia to the 
Atlantic Ocean, It is upwards of 
600 miles in breadth, and 2500 in 
length. South of this desert are 
Bornou, Cashna, and _ Nigritia, 
through the last of which the Niger 
is now supposed to run 1700 miles, 
(the greater part of which course is 
from w. to £, and the remainder 
from Nn. to s.) and after that 700 
miles through Guinea, and 400 miles 
more between the kingdoms of Lo- 
ango and Congo, till it reaches the 
Atlantic under the name of the Con- 
go, or Zaire. These countries are 
inhabited by half-civilized blacks. 
Many of them are Mahometans; 
and there are some Roman Catho- 
lics; but they are principally Pagans. 
The whole of Africa was peopled by 
the descendants of Ham, who dis- 
honoured his parent, aud who is, to 
this day, dishonoured and disgraced 
in this as well as in every other part 
of his posterity. ‘Thousands of them 
have, however, by the power of so- 
vereign grace, been made monu- 
ments of mercy; and we look for- 
ward with pleasure and confident 
expectation to the time when that 
prayer shall be fully answered, 


“‘ Let the Indian, Jet the NEGRO, 
Let the rude barbarian see, 
That divine and glorious conquest, 
Once obtain’d on Calvary ; 
Let the gospel 
Loud resound from pole to pole.” 


Obituary. 
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JAMES STEVENS. 


JAMES STEVENS was born at Ship- 
ham, in the County of Somerset, 
March 29, 1795. His father and 
mother kept a public inn in this 


dark part of the earth, which was 
filled from day to day with the 
workers of iniquity. Here James 
spent the first twenty years of his 
wretched existence; and being ha- 
bituated to swearing, drinking, and 
idleness ; he scarcely ever attended 
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at any place of divine worship; and 
such were his habits, that he knew 

but little difference between the 
* holy sabbath and other days. His 
father died while he was young, and 
his mother was left with four chil- 
dren. James went on ina course of 
sin, until, by being out in the night, 
and lying on the damp ground, a 
disease was brought on which gra- 
dually destroyed his poor body: me- 
dical assistance was sought, but to 
no purpose. The disease, which was 
the king’s evil, could not be check- 
ed in its progress. The mind of this 
poor young slave to sin and Satan 
began to be uneasy, as he reflected 
upon death and eternity. Whither 
to go for peace he knew not; to the 
throne of grace he was an utter 
stranger; the way of salvation by 
Jesus Christ he had never seriously 
thought of; he was an alien from 
God, and a stranger to the common- 
wealth of Israel. But God, who is 
rich in mercy, inclined a neighbour 
to invite James to go with him to an 
adjacent village, to hear the Baptist 
minister of Wedmore, who had for 
some time preached there once a 
week. At first he objected, saying, 
that if it was not for the thing he 
wore round his head, to conceal the 
wound, he would. His friend, how- 
ever, persuaded him to go. The first 
time James attended was on Janu- 
. ary 2, 1816: the text was from Josh. 
xxiv. 15, The sermon made a strong 
impression on his mind, and from 
that time he began to attend with 
seriousness to the state of his soul. 
He scarcely ever after, until his con- 


finement, lost an opportunity of | 
he | 


hearing Mr. Chandler, when 
preached at Rowbrough; though he 
said, that when he entered the 


place of worship he thought the eyes | 


of all the people were upon him. 
His character was sometimes so 
clearly drawn, and his past conduct 
so much exposed, that he was 


tempted not to go ariy more; sup- | 


posing that some one bad informed 
the minister who he was, and how 
he had lived, and that he had _ pre- 


pared his sermons on purpose for — 


him. But the good work was begun, 
and the incorruptible seed had taken 
root in his heart; for when the op- 
portunity to hear returned, James 
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could not stay away. Many of the 
discourses which he heard at Row- 
brough were greatly blessed to his 
soul; one from Rev. v. 9, 10, and 
another from Isaiah xl. 9, led him 
to such a discovery of the love of 
God to poor sinners, that the doe- 
trine of free and full redemption by 
the blood of the cross engaged his 
attention, won his affection, and 
greatly endeared the Saviour to him. 
After obtaining such a discovery of 
the free and unmerited love of Jesus 
Christ, in shedding his precious 
blood for the chief of sinners, he 
wished always to feel his heart warm 
with love to his precious Redeemer, 
and his soulalive bothin private and 
public worship. But he often la- 
mented his coldness and deadness in 
the service of God, and was some- 
times much afraid that he was 
not the subject of a real work of 
grace. “I often wonder,” said he, 
“ whether any one ever felt so cold 
and dark as I sometimes do in 
prayer.” Being asked if he had al- 
ways been distressed because he 
could not love the Saviour more, 
and fee] his soul alive in divine wor- 
ship? he replied, “ No, LI did not 
think either about Jesus Christ or 
my soul; but I have so many wan- 
dering thoughts in prayer, and so 
many unholy thoughts, that I fear £ 
do not hate sin as I should.” Being 
asked again, whether he took any 
delight in those wandering and sin- 
ful thoughts? he replied, “ No, I 
hate them, and want to get rid of 
them, but cannot.” These exercises 
of mind kept him humble, and 
preseryed him from those exalting 
views of himself, by which many are 
vainly pulfed up. 

In his confinement, which took 
place November 20, 1816, he found 


| great encouragement to look to, and 


trust alone in, the blood of Jesus 
Christ, for the pardon of all his sins, 


| by reading Mr, Bunyan’s “ Grace 


abounding to the Chief of Sinners.” 
But still his views of the doctrine 
of free justification, by the imputed 


righteousness of Jesus Christ, were, 


very imperfect. He thought he 
must act better, and must feel him- 


- self to be more holy, before he could 


be accepted in the sight of God. 
Being informed that, as a guilty, 


( 


ADA, 


polluted, and unworthy sinner, he 
must rely on the blood and righte- 
ousness of Jesus Christ alone, for the 
pardon of all his sins, he was enabled 
from that time todepend more stead- 
fastly on the work of Christ for ac- 
ceptance and eternal life. 

Being visited again, a few days 
after, by the same friend, who asked 
him on what his hope of salvation 
was founded? he replied, “ I have 
nothing to rely upon but the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus Christ.” About 
ihis time he enjoyed a pleasing de- 
gree of that peace which accompa- 
nies. true faith in a precious Re- 
deemer. He was enabled to anti- 
cipate the period of nature’s dissolu- 
tion with sweet serenity of mind, and 
to rejoice in hope of being for ever 
with the Lord. But this blessed 
state of mind was short. Many car- 
nal persons calling to see him, and 
in particular on the sabbath-day, he 
lost that sweet peace by which his 
immortal soul had been borne up in 
the prospect of death, and had to 
lament for many days the polluting 
nature of carnal conversation. ‘This 
led him to determine, that no such 
yisitors should again be admitted 
into his room. While he was thus 
lamenting the darkness and un- 
happy state of his mind, it pleased 
his gracious Redeemer again to 
shine upon him.with the light of bis 
countenance. After the family were 
retired to rest, he expected he should 
have a distressing night, through the 
pain of his body, and the uncomfort- 
ableness of his mind. ‘ But such 
light and joy,” said he, “ broke in 
upon my mind, accompanied with a 
delightful view of the glories of hea~ 
ven, that I could say, My Redeemer 
is mine, and I am his.” 

On the day of his departure, he 
addressed his mother, his sisters, 
and his brother, in a solemn and af- 
fectionate manner, requesting them 
to attend on the preaching of the 
gospel, and in particular at Row- 
brough. He then breathed out his 
soul into the arms of his Redeemer, 
and departed without, a sigh or 
groan, July 17, 1817, in the twenty- 
third year of his age. His funeral 
sermon was preached by Mr. Chand- 
ler, from Isaiah xii. 5, 
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MRS. SARAH FYSON. 


In the year 1797, Mrs. Sarals 


Fyson was baptized, and received 


into the church of Christ at Great 
Gransdon, in Huntingdonshire, 
where she then resided. Her. pro- 
fession of faith was very affecting 
and satisfactory. Some years after 
this she fell into a state of declen- 
sion, from which she was delivered 
in the beginning of 1815. Whilst 
she was in this state, her horror of 
mind was inexpressible; but after 
her deliverance from it, she expe- 
rienced very great consolation, Her 
happiness appeared in her counte~ 
nance. Her former misery was suc- 
ceeded by peace and tranquillity ; 
by a firm and persevering determi 
nation to be fully and decidedly on 
the side of God and religion; and 
by a cheerful resignation of all her 
worldly concerns to the divine dis- 
posal. Previously to her death she 
took a deliberate farewell of her hus- 
band, and her ten children. She then 
said, “The great work will soon be 
over ;” and exclaiming, “ It is finish- 
ed!” expired. 

Should this short account meet 
the eye of any who have declined 
from the ways of God, let them not 
flatter themselves that they shall be 
restored; but rather let them fear 
that their declension is that of apos- 
tasy, from which they shall never 
return, Yet let them not despair. 
Let them seek the Lord while he 
may be found: let them call upon 
him while he is near. Let the 
wicked, (which term includes back- 
sliders who have made a profession 
of religion, as well as those who 
have not,)—let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God 
for he will abundantly pardon. 
Isai. ly. 7. 


> $< 
GEORGE PALMER. 


THE influence of evangelical prin- 
ciples has been remarkably mani- 
fested in the conversion of George 
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Palmer. His vicious conduct was 
reformed; he was fitted for confer- 
ring moral benefits upon his fellow- 
creatures, and extraordinary support 
was given hiin in the prospect of 
death and eternity. 

He was born in London, and had 
opportunities in the family where he 
was brought up of attending on the 
public ministry of the word. The 
preaching, however, on which he at- 
tended, was not adapted to awaken 
him to a sense of his guilt and dan- 
ger, so that while his mind was filled 
with some speculative . opinions, 
his heart was left under the do- 
minion of sin, and by his conduct 
he said unto God, “ Depart from 
me, I desire not the knowledge of 
thy ways.” 

At the close of the summer of 
1816, he was informed by a female 
servant in the family, that some 
Baptist ministers preached in the 
fields on the Lord’s-day mornings, 
near Tavistock-square, and she re- 
quested him to attend. He accord- 
ingly did so the next Lord’s-day, 
September 8; but so ungodly and 
profane was the state of his mind, 
that he afterwards said, when he first 
saw the minister, he cursed him from 
the enmity of heart he felt against 
religion. The sermon, from Heb. 
ii. 10, arrested his attention, and he 
left the field pricked to the heart; 
and on his coming home wept bit- 
terly on account of his dangerous 
condition. After breakfast he heard 
the same minister, from Eph. vi. 18: 
*¢ Praying always with all prayer,” 
&c. This discourse so powerfully 
affected his heart with the sense of 
his guilty conduct, in having re- 
strained prayer before God, and af- 
forded him such directions how he 
should proceed in seeking to God 
for mercy, that it both humbled and 
relieved him. It was “ as a nail 
fastened by the masters of assem- 
blies.” He never lost the recollec- 
tion of this season, and from that 
time he became “ a new creature” 
by faithin Christ Jesus ; “ old things 
passed away, and all things became 
new.” : 

In May, 1817, he made applica- 
tion to the church in Eagle-street, 
for fellowship ; and on the 11th of 
that month, he related his expe- 
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rience, which was approved. On 
this occasion he writes ina copy- 
book: “I was very much agitated, 
and could not express my feelings, 
but the Lord delivered me, and was 
with me, according to. my most ear- 
nest request. I hope I shail never 
be a hypocrite. The Lord knoweth 
my heart, and I dohope I know my 
own in part; but in part only, for it 
is deceitful above all things.” On 
the 23d of May he was baptized. 
‘“‘ | hope,” says he, “it was into 
Christ. I think I strive hard in 
prayer for the guidance and in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost.” Onthe 
occasion of his first partaking of the 
ordinance of the Lord’s-Supper, he 
says, ‘ May that Saviour whom I 
have named before many, own and 
bless me at his coming; then the 
communion will be sweet.” 

Being anxious to live usefully. 
he soon became a Sunday-schook 
teacher in a school at Kensington 
Gravel-pits, and manifested much 
concern for the salvation of the 
children. He went at the beginning 
of the lastsummer into the country, 
carrying a number of religious tracts 
with him, which he distributed with 
great zeal, It appears from his Diary 
that he was very solicitous to be 
employed in shewing to others the 
way of salvation. He writes, March 
1, 1818, “‘ I endeavoured for the first 
time to speak unto the children at 
Kensington Grayel-pits, from 1 Sam. 
ii. But, oh how little feeling did I 
manifest on this solemn occasion for 
their welfare as to eternity! In 
prayer, after the address, my heart 
was dead to secret communion, 
though I did desire to speak more 
feelingly. I hope it will not be ac- 
counted sin.” On the 13th of March 
he thus writes: “I expect to speak 
this evening to Mr. F. about going 
to freland; but how incompetent 
do I feel for so great a work! God 
grant me his favour and presence, 
then all will be well. I do declare 
most solemnly that I desire neither 
the praise of men, nor their money : 
nor am I interested in any other way 
but for the good of the souls of men. 
If this be not the case, (and the Lord 
knoweth,) I hope I shall not have 
any thing to do with it; ‘for his 
presence will not go with me, and 
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then, (O God forbid!) miserable and 
wretched drone I shall be. That he 
may grant me power to do all things 
for his glory, I beseech him for 
Christ’s sake, who is, I trust, the 
hope of glory in me.” 

All these purposes were, however, 
broken off hy the sickness which ter- 
minated in his sudden death. In 
September last he was seized with 
the typhus fever. At the first part of 
his disorder he seems to have felt 
much mental darkness and distress. 
He lay several days, and scarcely 
said any thing ; at length a few hours 
before his death, on the 12th of Sep- 
tember, he said, “I should like to 
pray aloud.” He was told that he 
was not able, and that it would be 
injurious to him. After taking some 
water, he raised himself upon his 
hands and knees, and prayed audi- 
bly, ard with uncommon energy, 
for nearly twenty minutes. He 
blessed God for his conversion and 
preservation from sin, prayed ear- 
nestly for his friends‘and relations, 
and the prosperity of the church, 
and concluded by saying, “ Now 
unto Him that is able to keep us 
from falling, and to present us fault- 
less before the presence of his glory,” 
&c. &c. He then fell back into his 
former stupor, and soon after ex- 
pired. 


6 Night dews fell not more gently to the ground, 
Nor weary worn-out winds expire so soft.’ 


His character may be judged of 
from the following letter, written by 
gue of his intimate friends; 


Sept. 19, 1818. 


My Dear Pasror ;—At your request 
&Z communicate all [ am capable respect- 
ing Mr. G. Palmer. From my acquaint- 
ance with him, I have had opportunity 
of observing his character, and I think 
he was one of the most humble and-con- 
tented Christians I ever knew. He 
seemed to aspire after nothing but what 
would adyance the Divine glory: he 
seemed to be dissatisfied with nothing 
but his own sinfulness, 

As a Christian, his character adorned 
the profession he had made; and, duly 
impressed with a sense of obligation for 
the blessings he had’ received, he felt, 
that having obtained the forgiveness of 
manifold sins, he ought to manifest a 
corresponding degree of attachment to 
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his divine Lord; and this he certainly 
did. All men were the objects: of his 
sympathy and compassion ; but his ac- 
quaintances were the particular objects 
of his tender solicitude. He was. na- 
turally bold and intrepid, and hence he 
boldly withstood the attack of the blas- 
phemous with firmness, and advocated 
his Master’s cause with boldness against 
his infidel shop-mates and companions. 
Like his divine Lord and Master, his 
mind seemed intent upon doing good ; 
and to effect this he seized every oppor- 
tunity that offered, and employed all the 
powers he possessed. In fine, his de- 
portment was regular, his character irre- 
proachable, his conversation consistent 5 
and hence he gained, what he justly 
merited, the esteem of all who knew him. 
Tn all things he acted like the Christian ; 
for his happiness consisted in making 
others happy. 

As a teacher, he was punctual in his 
attendance, and as punctual in the dis- 
charge of every duty which devolves 
upon persons sustaining such a character. 
His heart yearned over the ignorance of 
his youthful charge, while his sympathy 
and sense of duty prompted him to eme 
ploy every. means of rescuing them frons 
sin and hell. Oft have I seen him con- 
versing with the boys in his class, whe 
seemed to be struck motionless with his 
convincing arguments, and even by his 
engaging manner, tll the trickling tear 
betrayed the emotions of an agitated 
mind, convinced and_ self-condemned. 
Such conduct procured the esteem of the 
children, many of whom, when _ his 
death was announced, gave proof that 
he was dear to them. 

As a friend, he was faithful, affection- 
ate, and sincere. He would faithfully 
reprove his erring friend. He would 
affectionately interest himself for the 
welfare of his acquaintance: and»in all 
his actions his sincerity and honesty ap- 
peared. Thus he lived, influenced by 
Divine grace, a life worthy of the imita- 
tion of surviving Christians: and though 
now dead, he still lives in the memory, 
of those who enjoyed his friendship here 
on earth. 


A funeral sermon, addressed to 
young persons, was preached. at 
Kagle-street, September 28, from 
Matthew xxv. 10. 

How forcibly does this account 
speak to young Christians, “ Work 
while it is called to-day; the night 
cometh wherein no man can work |” 
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RECENT DEATHS, 


Ee 


MRS. BROWNE. 


On Tuesday, September 15, 1818, 
departed this life, (after five days ‘of 
acute suffering, which she bore with 
exemplary patience,) Mrs. Elizabeth 
Browne, wife of the Rev. T. B. 
Browne, of Buntingford. She was 
the youngest surviving daughter of 
Mr. Thomas Cox, late of Winches- 
ter-street, London, who was forty 
years one of the deacons of the Bap- 
tist church assembling in Eagle- 
Street. 

Among her numerous ministerial 
friends, she had the honour and hap- 
piness of ranking, as one of her most 
intimate and affectionate, the late 
Rev. Samuel Pearce, whose praise is 
in all the churches, 
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MRS. WHITFIELD. 


Diep, September 4, at Hamsterly, 
near Bishop Auckland, Mrs, Whit- 
field, aged 62 years, Her remains 
were interred in the Baptists’ bury- 
ing-ground, September 7, 1818. Mr. 
Sample, of Newcastle, preached on 
that: occasion from 1 Peter i, 24, 25; 
and Mr. Williamson, of North 
Shields, delivered the oration at the 
grave. Her deathis a greatiloss, not 
only to her surviving husband, but 
to the whole church and congrega- 
tion, by whom she was much and 
deservedly esteemed. May such 
painful events urge upon us all the 
instruction contained in Matt. xxiv. 
42—44; ‘ Therefore be ye also 
ready; for in such an hour as 
ye think not the Son of Man 
cometh !” 


Revtew, 


= oe 


Memoirs of the Life and Writings of 
John Calvin. By John Mackenzie. 
Burton & Briggs, 2d Edit. 12mo. 
pp. 407. 


Te long and dreary night of Po- 
pery was not without its constella- 
tions. ‘The Paulicians, the Albi- 
genses, the Waldenses, the Wick- 
liffites, and the Hussites, shone with 
no small splendour even in those 
dark ages. But of the thousands of 
persons who then sufferedin defence 
of the truth, there are not many in- 
dividuals of whose lives we have a 
particular account. We cannot be 
sufficiently thankful to Divine Pro- 
vidence for the wonderful invention 
of printing, which not only by the 
diffusion of knowledge was a great 
instrument of bringing about the Re- 
formation, but has also handed down 
to us the lives and writings of the 
eminent men by whom it was ef- 
fected. pie 

Of these the person whose life is 
here presented to us is one of the 
most illustrious. He was born July 
30, 1509, at Noyon, a large town in 


the Isle of France, about 60 miles 
N. E. of Paris. He was first placed 
in the college of La Marche, at Paris, 
under the celebrated Mathurinus 
Corderius, who afterwards became 
a Protestant, and died in 1564, at 
Geneva, at the age of eighty-five 
years. He next studied logic and 
theology under Hispanus. He stn- 
died the civil law at Orleans under 
Petrus Stella, President of the Par- 
liament of Paris, and at Bourges 
under Alciat. He read till midnight, 
and reviewed) in the morning in bed 
what he had read the night before: 
his progress was equal to. his dili- 
gence ; forin the absence of the pro- 
fessors he frequently supplied their 
place. At Bourges he also learned 
Greck ander Melchior Wolmar; and 
sometimes preached at a small town 
in that neighbourhood. 

On the death of his father in 1532, 
he returned to Paris, where he made 
divinity his principal study, and be- 
gan publicly to teach the doctrine of 
Oecolampadius, the celebrated Swiss 
Reformer, who had died at Basil the 
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preceding December. This exposed 
him to persecution. He escaped by 
means of the sheets of his bed from 
the window of his college, and went 
to Nerae, where he saw Faber Sta- 
pulensis, whom Beza calls one of the 
most noble persons on earth for learn- 
ing, piety, and desire of reformation. 
He returned to Paris in 1534; but 
it being unsafe to continue there, he 
went with his brother Anthony to 
Basil, where he contracted a close 
friendship with two very learned and 
pions men, Simon Grynzus, (who 
died of the plague in 1541,) and 
Wolfgang Capito; under the latter 
eof whom he learned the Hebrew 
Janguage. It was here’ that he pub- 
lished his Christian Institutions, 
with a dedication to Francis IL. dated 
August 1, 1536. This work has 
been translated into almost all the 
European languages. 

From Basil he went to Ferrara, to 
visit the Duchess of that city, who 
favoured the Reformation, and who 
retained for him a great esteem 
through life. From Ferrara he went 
to France with his brother, to settle 
his affairs, and intended to return 
to Basil; but he was arrested at Ge- 
neva, on his way thither, by William 
Farel, (the disciple of Stapulensis,) 
and Peter Viret, both of whom be- 
came his intimate friends. Farel 
said to him, “ You have not any 
other pretext to refuse me than 
your attachment to your studies; 
but I wam you, in the name of Al- 
mighty God, that if, preferring your 
own repose to the cause of Jesus 
Christ, you do not share with me in 
the holy work in which I am en- 
gaged, he will not bless your de- 
signs.” ‘The talents of Farel and 
Viret were different. Farel seemed 
rather to thunder than to speak: 
he possessed such a wonderful gift 
of prayer, that he not only appeared 
transported himself with the life of 
heaven, but lifted up the hearts of 
his audience thither. He was often 
surrounded with drawn swords: 
bells were rung to prevent his being 
heard, but in. vain: they eould 
neither interrupt nor terrify the 
preacher. When they haled him 
before the magistrates, and it was 
inquired of him by whose command 
he presumed to preach, he answered, 
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By the command of Christ, and the 
desire of his people. Viret equalled 
this son of thunder in his eloquence, 
but it was more mild and gentle. 
Many became his hearers, who were 
no friends to the doctrine he taught. 
His auditory in general were so 
charmed with his eloquence, that 
they wished he would preach longer. 
When he was at Lyons, a populous 
city, he used to preach in the open 
air, in so powerful a manner, that 
some thousands were apparently 
converted. Many who were occa- 
sionally passing by, have been so 
fixed by his preaching, that they 
could not leave the spot till he bad 
finished his discourse. Calvin ex- 
celled in grave and sententious dis- 
courses. Beza says, “ I often thought 
that the gifts of these three men, 
meeting in one, would make a com- 
plete pastor. Farel died at Neuf- 
chatel in 1565, aged 75; Viret in 
Navarre, under the protection of its 
pious queen, in 1571. 

The Presbyterian church-govern- 
ment was established at Geneva; by 
virtue of which establishment the 
church was put under the power of 
the state. In all religious establish- 
ments, the state occupies the place 
of Christ, who is the only lawful 
Head of the church. Were the 
state composed entirely of good 
men, the practical evil would not 
be so great as it otherwise is; but 
even then it would be great; for, 
besides that it is a dethroning of 
Christ, it is not right that good men 
of one denomination should in 
cburch matters be under the power 
of good men of another denomina- 
tion, which they must be unless they 
become Dissenters. But where the 
state is composed either in whole or 
in part of irreligious men, the evil 
cannot but be sensibly felt. Farel 
and Calvin endeavoured to persuade 
the government of Geneva to at- 
tempt the correction of the public 
morals ; and they and the other mi- 
nisters preached against the vices 
of the times, and refused to admit 
profligate persons to the Lord’s- 
Supper. But mark the consequence ! 
Coraut, one of the ministers, was, on 
account of his faithfulness, first for- 
bidden to preach, and then impri- 
soned; and Calvin, Farel; and Co- 
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yaut, were soon after commanded to 
Jeave the city in three days, which 
they did, and made room for other 

reachers who would be more com- 
plaisant to their superiors. 

How rare a thing it is for great 
men to be good men! and where 
they are not, although it is the duty 
of Christians to be subject to wicked 
rulers in matters wherein religion is 
not concerned, yet if the church is 
yoked with them, it is unequally 
yoked with unbelievers. It may 
then be said, “ What fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighte- 
ousness? and what communion hath 
light with darkness? and what con- 
cord hath Christ with Belial? or 
what part hath he that believeth 
with an infidel?” In this case there 
is no other remedy than to retrace 
that ground which ought never to 
haye been trodden, and to hearken 
to the Divine injunction, which ap- 
plies to all such improper con- 
nexions, ‘‘ Come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, and 
be a Father unto you, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty.” 2 Cor, vi. 17. 

After three years’ banishment 
Calvin was permitted to return to 
Geneva, and was reinstated in his 
ministerial office. This was in the 
year 1541.. In 1558, Bertelier was 
excommunicated on account of his 
wicked life: but the senate absolved 
him, and commanded that the sa- 
crament should be administered to 
him within two days. Calvin then 
raised his voice, lifted up his hands, 
and said, that he would imitate St. 
Chrysostom; that he would not op- 
pose force to force; but that he 
would rather suffer himself to be 
massacred, than that his hands 
should present the holy mysteries to 
those who had been judged unwor-: 
thy of them.—Who does not see 
that both Calvin and Chrysostom 
were unequally yoked with men 
with whom they ought not to have 
been yoked? 

We are now obliged, however re- 
Iuctantly, to record the death of 
Servetus. We cannot but drop a 
tear over the conduct of so excel- 
Jont a man as Calvin, in having any 
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thing to do with it. It is true that 
many of the Reformers approved of 
his conduct: but if it were in our 
power, we would wrap it up in im- 
penetrable obscurity. We will, 
therefore, dismiss the subject with 
the following quotation, made by 
Mr. Mackenzie from Mr, Fuller’s 
“ Calvinistic and Socinian Systems 
examined and compared,” 


“Tt ought, however, to be acknow- 
ledged, that persecution for religious 
principles was not at that time peculiar 
to any party of Christians, but common 
to all, whenever they were invested with 
civil power. It was a detestable error ; 
but it was the error of the age. They 
looked upon heresy in the same light as 
we look upon those crimes which are 
inimical to the peace of civil society; 
and, accordingly, proceeded to punish 
heretics by the sword of the civil magis- 
trate. If Socinians did not persecute 
their adversaries so much as Trinitarians, 
it was because they were not equally in- 
vested with the power of doing so. Mr, 
Lindsay acknowledges, that Faustus So- 
cinus himself was not free from persecu- 
ion in the case of Francis David, Supere 
intendent of the Unitarian churches in 
Transylvania. David had disputed with 
Socinus on the invocation of Christ, and 
died in prison in consequence ot his 
opinion, and some offence taken at his 
supposed indiscreet propagation of it 
from the pulpit. ‘I wish I could say,’ 
adds Mr. Lindsay, ¢ that Socinus, or his 
friend Blandrata,: had done all in their 
power to prevent his commitment, or 
procure his release afterwards” The dif- 
ference between Socinus and David was 
very slight. They both held Christ to 
be a mere man. ‘The former, however, 
was for praying to him; which the latter, 
with much greater consistency, disap- 
proved. Considering this, the persecu- 
tion to which Socinus was accessary was 
as great as that of Calvin ; and there is 
no reason to think, but that if David had 
differed as much from Socinus as Serve 
tus did from Calvin, and if the civil 
magistrates had been for burning him, 
Socinus would have concurred with 
them. To this it might be added, that 
the conduct of Socinus was marked with 
disingenuity, in that he considered the 
opinion of David in no very heinous 
point of light: but was afraid of in. 
creasing the odium under which he and 
his party already lay, among other 
Christian churches.—It was the opinion 
that erroneous religious principles are 
punishable by the civil magistrate, that did 
the mischief, whether at Geneva, in 
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Transylvania, or in Britain ; and to this, 
yather than to Trinitarianism, or to Uni- 
tarianism, it ought to be imputed.” gd 
edit. p. 146. 


Mr. Mackenzie entertains his 
xeaders with the old fable of the 
Descent of the present Baptists 
from the Anabaptists of Munster ; 
which is just as true as that the pre- 
sent Independents are DESCENDED 
from the fanatics under Thomas 
Venner. He,however, politely adds, 


« While it is impossible to contemplate 
the conduct of these fanatics without 
feeling the glow of indignation, it is im- 
portant to guard against a disposition to 
transfer our disgust to those who are dis- 
tinguished by the same denomination in 
the present day. Justice, however, re- 
quires us to CONFESS, that they are as 
far removed from every thing offensive 
in the conduct of the fanatics of Mun- 
ster, asthey are agreed with them on the 
-article of baptism. It would indeed be 
equally jnst to reproach the present 
Americans, on the ground of the charac- 
ter and circumstances of their remote 
ancestors.” 


We can scarcely refrain from 
Faughing out aloud at these self-im- 
portant and self-complacent airs. 
Surely Mr. Mackenzie forgets, that 
ws great odium has been attached 
to the term Independent, as was 
ever attached to that of Anabaptist ; 
and that in the Indices Hervtici of 
the last two centuries, the Indepen- 
dents.are deseribed as a pestilential 
brood of heretical and rebellious fa- 
natics. So great was “the odinm of 
sedition and anarchy charged on this 
seet, that the true and genuine In- 
dependents renounced this title, and 
called themselves Congregational 
Brethren, and their religious assem- 
blies Congregational Churches.”* 
Weare obliged to Mr. Mackenzie for 
feeling the importance of guarding a- 
gainsta disposition to transfer his dis- 
gust to the modern Baptists ; but we 
should have beenstill more obliged to 
himifhe had notfeltthe neeessity of it, 
For our parts, we feel no necessity 
of being upon. our guard against a 
disposition to transfer our disgust to 
Mr. Mackenzie from the followers 
ef Wat Tyler: and Jack Cade, or 


* Rees’s edition of Chambers’s Cy- 
clop. Art. Independents, 
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| from the pestilential brood of here- 
tical and rebellious fanatics, who 
called themselves Indepéndents, or 
from ihe mad adherents of Thomas 
Venner, or from the high-church 
mobs of Sacheverel and Birming- 
ham, notwithstanding, from that 
part of the preceding quotation 
which we have printed in Italie cha- 
racters, he appears to be “agreed 
with them on the article of baptism.” 

We proceed to make a few ex- 
tracts relative to the closing scenes 
of the life of this excellent man. 


“ The year 1564, when he entered on 
his eternal felicity, occasioned a deep and 
lasting grief to Geneva. On the second 
of February he delivered his last sermon, 
and, on the same day, his last theologi- 
cal lecture. His asthma depriving him 
of the use of his voice, he abstained from 
all the functions of his charge. He was 
indeed sometimes carried to the congre- 
gation, but seldom spoke. 

“Ina letter which he wrote to the 
physicians of Montpellier, he gave an 
account of the maladies, which his vari- 
ous labours of body and af mind had 
brought upon him. For, besides being 
of a dry and feeble temperament, and 
strongly incliued to consumption, he 
slept very unsoundly. During ten years 
atleast he ate no dinner, taking no none 
rishment until supper-time. He was sub. 
ject to a head-ache, the only remedy for 
which was fasting ; on account of which 
he remained sometimes thirty-six hours 
without eating. He was also frequently 
attacked by the hemorrhoids, which were 
brought on partly by his efforts in preache 
ing, and partly by the excessive use of 
aloes; and five years before his death he 
was seized with a spitting of blood. He 
was no sooner cured of the quartan ague 
than he was attacked by the gout: he 

| was afterwards afllicted with the cholic, 
and a few months before his death with 
the stone. The physicians exhausted 
their art upon him, and no man ever obe 
served their instructions with more Tegus 
larity. But as to what relates to the lae 
bours of the mind, he had so little respect 
to his health, that the most violent head- 
aches never prevented his appearance in 
the pulpit in his turn. 

“Afflicted, however, as he was, by so 
many maladies, he was never known to 
pronounce a word unworthy of a Chris~ 
tian, or even of a man of constancy and 
courage. In his greatest agonies, lifting 
his eyes to heaven, he was accustomed 
only to repeat the words, ¢ How long, O 
Lord?’ When in health, he frequently 
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made use of these words with reference 
to the calamities of his brethren in Jesus 
Christ, whose afflictions. were much more 
painful to him than his own. When im- 
portuned not to dictate or write during 
hisillness, * Would you,’ said he, ‘that 
when the Lord comes, he should surprise 
me in idleness?’ . 

On the 10th of March, being dressed, 
and seated before the table at which he 
was accustomed to write, he was visited 
by Beza, and other friends, Upon see- 
ing them, he leaned his head upon one of 
his hands, apparently meditating, and ad- 
dressed them in a low voice, bat with a 
cheerful and open countenance; saying, 
«I return you my thanks, my very dear 
brethren, for all the care you take of me, 
I hope you will soon be relieved from 
it, and that in a fortnight I shall assist in 
your assembly for the last time ; for I 
think that after that time, the Lord will 
remove me from this world, and raise 
me to his paradise.’ ” 


We could gladly have transcribed 
many other particulars; but our 
xyoom will not permit: we pass on, 
therefore, to the account of his death. 


«To admit all the persons who wished 
to express their regret at the prospect of 
losing him, the door of his chamber must 
have been open night and day. But as 
he spoke with difficulty, he requested 
that his friends would be contented to 
pray to God for him, and spare them- 
selves the trouble of visiting him. On 
being visited by his intimate and highly 
valued friend Beza, he informed him, 
that he made it a matter of conscience 
not to divert him in the smallest degree 
from the duties of his charge, so much 

‘had he the interests of the church and 
the glory of God at heart. In this state 
he continued, until the 19th of May, ex- 
hibiting a perfect resignation, and com- 
forting bis friends. And as on this day 
they were accustomed to partake ofa 
meal together, in token of their intimate 
friendship, he was anxious that they 
should sup in the hall of his house: and 
being carried thither from his chamber, 
he made use of these words on entering: 
«I amcome to see you, my brethren, and 
to seat myself at table with you for the 
last fime.’ He then offered up the usual 
prayer, ate a little, and discoursed in a 
manner worthy of his piety, and of his 
zeal: and when his weakness obliged 
him to retire to his chamber, looking at 
the company, with a smile, ¢ This wall,’ 
said he, ‘will not prevent my being 
united with you in spirit, 

«What he had predicted, happened ; 
for until this day, however weak, he had 
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never failed to rise, and to be placed be- 
fore his table. But after this night he 
remained confined to his bed, so thin and 
exhausted, that breath only remained, 
though his face was not much altered. 

“On the day of his death, which was 
the 24th of May, he appeared to speak 
with less difficulty, and more strength, 
But it was the last effort of nature, 
About eight o’clock in the evening, the 
signs of death appeared evidently in his 
face: -he continued speaking, however, 
with great propriety, until his last breath, 
when he appeared rather to fall asleep” 
than die.” 

His works, published at Geneva, 
comprehended twelve volumes in 
folio; which the edition of Amster= 
dam, 1667, has reduced to nine. 

He was held in the highest vene- 
ration by the foreign reformed 
churches, and not less so by the 
most celebrated divines ef the 
church of England. Witness the 
exalted testimonies given of him by 
Bishop Andrews, Bishop Bilson, Mr. 
Hooker, Bishop Morton, Bishop- 
Stillingfleet, and many others, cited 
by Dr. John Edwards for this pur- 
pose, in his Veritas redux, 

Dr. Hoyle, who wrote under the 
patronage of Archbishop Usher, says 
of Calyin, “* What shall I speak of 
his indefatigable industry, almost: 
beyond the power of nature, which, 
paralleled, with our loitering, will, 
I fear, exceed all credit? It may be 
the truest object of adiniration, how 
one lean, worn, spent, and Vecaried 
body could hold out. He vead 
every week of the year through 
three divinity lectures ; every other 
week, over and abeyve, be preached 
every day: Sothat (as Hrasmus said 
of Chrysostom) I know not whether 
more to admire his constancy, or 
theirs that heard him. Some have 
reckoned his yearly lectures to be 
188, and his yearly sermons 286, 
Every Thurday he sat inthe presby- 
tery. Xvery Friday, when the mi- 
nisters met to confer upon difficult, 
texts, he made as good as a lecture. 
Besides all this, there was scarce a 
day that exercised him not in an- 
swering, either by word of mouth, or 
writing, the doubts and questions of 
different churches and pastors; so 
that he might say with Paul, ‘The 
care of all the churches lieth upon 
me,’ Not a year passed wherein, 
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over and above all these former em- 
ployments, some great volume in 
folio came not forth.” 

We give our hearty assent to the 
well-known distich, concerning his 
Christian Institutions, 

« Preeter apostolicas, post Christi tem- 
pora, chattas, 
Huic peperére libto sxcula nulla pa- 
rem.” 


That is, “ Since the time of Christ, 
if we omit the writings of the apos- 
tles, no age has produced a book 
equal to it.”* 

We hope our readers will pardon 
the length of this article: but, in 
our Opinion, the eminence of the 
person whose life is here recorded 
required it. We shall close the 
whole with saying, that the late Mr. 
Fuller of Kettering, preferred Cal- 
vin’s Commentaries on the Scrip- 
tures to all others. 
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Bruce’s Juvenile Anecdotes. Second 
Edition. Price 4s. 6d. 


Au the anecdotes in the little 
Book to which we here call the at- 
tention of our readers, are strictly 
true, and are either taken from re- 
spectable publications, or supplied 
from unquestionable authorities: Mr. 
Bruce only claims the praise of se- 
lecting and arranging the materials. 

The advantages of such a compi- 
Jation are very evident. Youth are 
furnished with a number of striking 
incidents of various kinds, written 
with studied brevity, and placed in 
a simple and perspicuous order. The 
intrinsic worth of the stories them- 
selves is very great. In so various 
an assemblage, all cannot be thought 
to’ have equal claims on the appro- 
bation and taste of youth; but we 
ean say, that, alter a careful perusal 
of the book, we found nothing un- 
worthy of a Christian minister to 
publish, or of a Christian parent to 
recommend to his children. Some of 
them are truly affecting, and are cal- 
culated to excite the attention, to pu- 
rify the heart, to illuminate the mind, 
and to expand the best feelings of 
juvenile readers. 


* A good translation of this work, by 
Mr. Allen, of Hackney, bas been re- 
viewed in this Magazine, 
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Mr. Bruce deserves well of every 
friend to youth ; for while he isanxi+ 
ous to improve and amuse, it is his 
earnest endeayour to implant the 
greit principles of the Christian reli- 
gion. 

This edition has been enlarged 
and improved. As future editions 
may be called for, we take the liber- 
ty of turning the attention of the 
worthy compiler, to what we judge 
defects in this excellent work. 

In many instances, the authorities 
for the anecdote are given either di- 
rectly or indirectly. In our opinion, 
the work from which the incident 
was borrowed, or the authority from 
which it was derived, should, zn alt 
cases have been distinctly and promi- 
nenily given. No weight of charac- 
ter, on the part of the compiler, can 
supply this deficiency, in a.collec- 
tion of materials so ~ multifarious. 

Another defect in this valuable 
work relates to the composition of 
the whole. Every incident should 
have been reported, if practicable, 
in the yery style and words of the 
writers from whom it is taken. 
This would have introduced an in- 
credible variety into a compilation, 
which, in its present form, bears the 
impression of the same plastic hand 
throughout. The author might have 
taken a few liberties with his ori- 
ginal authorities, when grammar or 
perspicuity required it; but much 
would have been gained by leaving 
many of his incidents in their first 
garb, and with their natural tongue. 

Another fault we take the free- 
dom of stating is, the manner in 
which the author brings forward his 
own reflections, directions, and warn- 
ings. They are, perhaps, on the 
whole, too numerous, and not al- 
ways expressed with the greatest 
brevity; and, (which is a circum- 
stance the most unpleasant to us,) 
they cannot be always separated 
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themselves. In some instances, we 
found it difficult to decide whether 
Mr. Bruce, or some other person, 
was the speaker, 

On the whole, we consider this 
little work as doing much honour ta 
the talents, picty, and zeal of the 
author, and as admirably calculated 
for the perusal of youth. 
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BAPTIST MISSION. 


Extracts from a Letter of Mr. Sutton, to 
a Friend in England. 


Serampore, April 6, 1818. 


Our voyage hither was, on the whole, 
pretty favourable; we had not much 
rough weather, though we experienced 
several severe squalls. The last week 
but one, before we landed, was by far 
the most tedious and dangerous, We 
were, for a whole week, driving about 
on the sands, at the head of the Bay of 
Bengal, and knew not where we were. 
That we were near some land was evi- 
dent ; for the water was very muddy, (a 
thing we had not seen before, since we 
left our native country,) and we could 
sometimes find the bottom at seven fa- 
thoms. Our hearts at times sunk within 
us; we feared that, perhaps, at last, a 
watery grave would be our portion; but 
in the midst of all, we found our conso- 
lation in God; we stayed ourselves up: 
on him who holds the winds in his fists, 
and measures the waters in the hollow 
of his hand. .Oh, what a solace is reli- 
gion in the hour of distress! How does 
it hush to silence the ruffled feelings of 
the breast, when all around is confusion 
and dismay! At last, by the good hand 
of our God, we were led into our right 
track, and arrived at Calcutta on the 
morning of the 20th ult. No poor bird, 
which has broken from its cage, could 
rejoice and flutter its wings with greater 
pleasure, when it found itself free in 
open space, than I did, to find myself 
once more on terra firma, after three-and- 
twenty weeks’ confinement within a 
number of planks. On our landing, we 
first went to Dr. Carey’s, in Lall Bazaar, 
but he was at Serampore; from thence 
to the younger brethren’s house, where 
“we remained till Tuesday the 24th. I 
am pleased to say, that the cause of God 
is going on here, and the missionaries 
are doing much good. Eustace Carey 
and Yates are preaching very frequently 
among the natives, in Calcutta; and at 
Serampore all is bustle and business. I 
sat down at the ordinance here last even- 
ing, when there were upwards of fifty 
who partook of it, more than thirty of 
whom were natives. I have had much 
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conversation with the brethren, respect- 
ing my future station, and I suppose it 
will be at Cuttack, in Orissa; in expec 
tation of which, I have begun to learn 
that language. This is a new station; 
we had a station at Balasore, in Orissa, 
but Mr. Peters, who resided there, is re« 
turned to Calcutta. It will, no doubt, 
be an arduous post; but a missionary 
ought to find an arduous post every 
where. I would not wish to be in any 
other land but India, though my ideas of 
its opulence and civilization were greatly 
over-rated. The darkness is great, Sa- 
tan is triumphing, and there must be 
strong and united exertions to pull down 
his strong holds. You can form no cor- 
rect idea of the wretchedness of the in- 
habitants of this vast continent, without 
seeingthem. Mr, Adam is going off very 
soon to Surat. Wherever we are situat- 
ed, it will be the constant desire of our 
minds, to be at as little expense to’the 
Society as possible; for when the money 
is collected for the cause of God, he who 
wantonly spends one shilling of it, in an 
extravagant manner, is highly criminal. 
I bope you are all going on comfortably, 
and that vital religion flourishes in your 
souls. Without spirituality of mind, 
what are we fit forin the church of God ! 


Extracts.—From Mr. Phillips to a Friend 
in England. 
Samarang,* January 2, 1818, 

I am now at Samarang, where I arriv- 
ed on the 9th of November. I spent 
nine months at Batayia, in learning the 
Malay language, and set sail on October 
2, for Samarang, and after atedious pase 
sage arrived insafety with my family. 

I have begun to preach in Malay, in 
my own house, and have also English 
worship on Sunday mornings. I have 
begun the Javanese, and this will furnish 
employment for some years. Mr. Brucke 
ner informs me that he has a collection of 
25,000 words, and that in every new 
book he reads, he meets with a great 
number of new ones. I pant to preach 
to the Musselmen in Javanese. I long 
to establish schools for the youth, since it 


* A populous town on the eastern part 
of the island of Java.—Ep, 
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must be by the dissemination of know- 
ledge among the rising generation, that 
the almost unlimited power of the Mus- 
selmen priests must be destroyed. The 

work is great and arduous ; outward cir- 
cumstances appear forbidding; but an 
unshaken confidence in the power of di- 
vine grace forbids me to despair. Though, 
fast bound by the prejudices of supersti- 
tion, and i in the fetters of delusion, the 
Javanese appear to furnish little ground 
to hope for their conyersion, it is not our 
province to be dismayed, for “the zeal 
of the Lord of Hosts shali perform it.” 

Wherever I have been, I have found 
the natives entirely under the control 
of their priests and teachers, so that they 
have not dared to read a tract unless they 
had first shown it to them, and received 
their opinion on its contents. These 
teachers ‘are for the most part. very ig- 
norant; their knowledge, in many. in- 
stances, extending little farther than the 
ability to read the Koran in the Arabic 
character, without. understanding the 
meaning of twenty words in it. There is 
a numerous class of persons who have 
performed the pilgrimage to Mecca. 
These men are held in great respect, and 
live upon the credulity of the people, 
I asked one of them, what good he had 
obtained by so long and painful a jour- 
ney ? he replied, that God had com- 
manded it, and he hoped to obtain salva- 
tion ‘by it. I endeavoured to convince 
him that his hope was false, and that a 
work of that nature could not reconcile 
God to a sinner. He agreed to every 
thing I said; still I could not forbear 
lamenting, that his ideas of the character 
of God were so incorrect, as tolead him 
to hope for safety in. him as a merciful 
Being, without once thinking of his jus- 
tice. Men are ruined in their eternal in- 
terests by ignorance of God ! 

We are ‘all now tolerably well; death 
has carried off scores of Europeans of 
late, but a merciful Providence has pre- 
served us, Iam now writing at the ta- 
ble at-which Mr. Trowt often sat, when 
lingering under the dreadful dysentery 
which carried him off. © that I may 
follow him in his zeal and devotedness 
to the cause of God ! p 
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Extract of a Leiter, dated April 2, 1818, 
from Mr. W. H. Angus, residing with 
Mons, Mariniers, Pasteur ‘Reformé, 

: ~~ Hoog- -straat, Rotterdam. 
Amone other good : imen, here. i3 >a 
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minister, who is 2 Dutch Baptist, or 
Mennonite, and has the character of be- 
ing a pious and learned man. It is 
greatly his wish to promote an acquaint- 
ance with the English Baptists: for 
which purpose he would be glad to open 
a “correspondence with any intelligent 
person in London, or elsewhere, of that 
denomination, to interchange communi- 
cations on the state of religion, &c. 
This co-operation-might extensively pro- 
mote objects of a public nature for the 
spread of truth. His name is Mr. Mas- 
caart; and he being a respectable man, 
and desirous of doing good, I have 
thought of making an effort through him 
to recommend the Baptist Mission, and 
some other, benevolent objects, to the 
churches in ‘the Mennonite connexion, 
(which, through Holland, I learn, are 
beth opulent and numerous, particularly 
in Friesland,) and.also to the German 
Baptists, 1 wish you, therefore, to for- 
ward some copies of Fuller’s Abridg- 
ment of the Baptist Mission, Ivimey’s 
History of the Baptists, and any other 
publications you deem suitable to the 
design of making this object fully known. 
Mr. Mascaart informs me, that he has 
had for some time in MS. a General His- 
tory of the Baptists, in his own writing, 
but has not yet had an opportunity of 
printing it, He further states, that most 
of the literary journals throughout Hol- 
land are conducted by ministers of the 
Mennonite persuasion. 


te pe 
THE 


GERMAN ROMAN CATHOLICS. 
(From the Times.) 


On the death of the late Primate, who 
was also Bishop of Constance, the Baron 
Von Wessenberg, his General Vicar, in 
the diocese of Constance, was nominated 
to succeed him: The. Pope. refused to 
confirm the nomination; but the Grand 
Duke of Baden, his Sovereign, maintains 
him in his’ situation, in defiance of the 
Pope’s' authority.;, and in so doing he is 
supported by all the sovereigns of Ger- 
many. The Grand Duke of Badea con- 
tends, that as Sovereign, he is.entitled to 
nominate to the vacant diocese, and that 
such nomination ought to be held good, 
tll it .be ascertained) by competent 
judges, i iD) partibus, that an improper per- 
son has heen chosen. In this case, after 
the most rigorous inquiry, he has found 
the Baron Von Wessenberg’s qualifica- 
tions of the highestkind, and his con- 
duct, to have, always been most exem- 
plary;..ke contends, therefore, that the 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


réfusal, on the part of the Pope, is an 
arbitrary act, to which no deference 
eught tobe paid. — 

The whole case is laid before the pub- 
lic, in a memoria! from the court of Ba- 
den, accompanied by a number of very 
curious documents. 

It appears that the Baron Von Wes- 
senberg, in his capacity of Grand Vicar 
of Constance, being sanctioned by the 
Prince Primate, and the Chapter, has 
been the author of many important re- 
forms in the church, that have long given 
great umbrage to the Court of Rome. 

Among his other reforms, it ap- 
pears that -he absolved monks from the 
oaths of celibacy, quoting the well- 
known language of the apostle Paul on 
the subject ; that he caused the service 
to be translated into, and celebrated in 
the mother tongue; that he dispensed 
with the use of the Breviary; that he 
altered a number of inconvenient forms, 
with respect to baptism, &c.; that he 
appointed stated examinations of the ! 
clergy; that he abolished all but a few 
festivals, and prohibited all ringing of 
bells on the days and eves of those abo- 
lished; that he, with the consent of the 
civil authority, converted monasteries, 
&c. into places of education, and hos- 
pitals ; formed a new and more commo- 
dious division of parishes, and distributed 
the livings. into classes, which were be- 
stowed according to merit, and in which 
all extremes were avoided; and that he 
discouraged pilgrimages, &c. It appears 
also, that he protected a professor who 
had distinguished himself by his skill in 
liberal learning, after a mandate had 


been issued against him by the Pope, on | 
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the ground that he. ascertained the ac- 
cusations in the mandate to be unfound- 
ed. The Bishop is,supported by all the 
clergy of his extensive diocese, and in- 
deed by nearly all the clergy of Catho- 
lic Germany, Among the lay Catholics 
there is but one opinion concerning him, 


th Ga 
TOLERATION IN PERSIA, 


Ir is well known that the Mahometans 
profess to believe that Jesus Christ is a 
great prophet; that he performed mi- 
racles ; that he ascended up into heaven ; 
and that he will judge the world. They 
in general, however, treat Christians 
with great contumely and cruelty. We 
are happy to hear that the Prince Royal 
of Persia is attempting to protect the 
Christians in that kingdom, He has 
Jately assembled at Tauris, a city of 
Persia, containing about 200,000 inhabit- . 
ants, a Divan, composed of the Sheick-’ 
al-Sellaum, (or head of the faith, an 
office answering: to that of Mufti in 
Turkey,) andi the principal doctors of the 
law; and proposed the following questions 
for their determinations 14. Was Jesus 
Christ.a true prophet: sent from God? 
9. Are the laws contained in the Gospel 
just? 3. Is it lawful to blaspheme these 
laws? The first two questions were 
answered in the affirmative ; the last, in 
the negative, These decisions have re- 
ceived a legal form. . The Prince Royal 
hag in consequence punished one of his 
domestics for insulting a Christian, 
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ANNIVERSARY MEETING 


OF THE 
Baptist Missionary Society. | 


a 


Tuer Annual Meeting of the Baptist 
Missionary Society was held at Bristol, 
September 23 and 24, 1818. 

Lhe Committee assembled on Tuesday 
morning the 22d, and in the evening a 
sermon was preached at Countership 
meéting-house, by Mr. Birt, of Birming- 
ham, from Luke x. 42; * Mary hath 


4 


telligence. 


chosen that good part, which shall not be 
taken away from her.’” Mr. Thomas, of * 
Abergavenny, commenced in prayer; . 
and’ Mr. Saffety, ‘of ‘Salisbury, con- 
cluded. ; dies iO aa 

On Wednesday, at ' King-street, Dr. 
Steadman preached from Micah v, 43° 
“For now shall’ he be great unto the 
ends of the earth.” Prayer was offered 
by Mr. Flint, of Weymouth, and Mr. 
Berry, of Wartiinster, then supplying at 
the Tabernacle. , 

Mr. Fostér, of Down-End, preached on 
Thursday evening at Broadmead, from’ 
Judges ve 23% “They came not to the 
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help of the Lord, to the belp of the Lord 
against the mighty.’ Mr. Coles, of 
Bourton, commenced in prayer; and 
Mr. Foster concluded. 

A collection was made on behalf of 
the Mission, at the close of each of these 
sermons; and on Friday evening, the 
25th, the Rev. Edward Burn, M.A. of 
Birmingham, kindly preached a sermon 
on behalf of the Society, at St. Thomas’s 
church, from Psalm cxxxviii. 2: “ Thou 
hast magnified thy word above all thy 
name.” After which a collection was 
made in aid of the Translations at Se- 
rampore. 

The Society met for the transaction of 
business at Broadmead, on Wednesday 
morning, the 23d. 

Joseph Smith, Esq. of Bristol, was 
called to the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Dr. Steadman, 
of Bradford. 

‘The Secretary made a statement of 
the particular reasons which had ren- 
dered it expedient to call the Society 
together on an earlier day than that 
which was fixed upon at the last annual 
meeting. 

On which it was resolved, 


That the Society admit the force of 
the considerations which led our friends 
to make the alteration alluded to; but 
recommend that in future the regular 
time for holding the annual meeting be 
strictly observed, and that the precise 
days be inserted in the resolution which 
specifies the place at which such meeting 
is to be held. 

A Report, comprising the latest intel- 

ligence received from the various mis- 
sionary stations, was then read by the 
Assistant Secretary, after which the fol- 
lowing Resolutions were unanimously 
passed : 
' I. That the Report now read be re- 
ceived, and that it be referred to the 
Gommittee, to determine respecting its 
publication. 

IL. That the thanks of the Society be 
given to Mr. King, the Treasurer, for his 
services; and that he be requested to 
continue them another year. 

III. That the thanks of the Society 
be presented to Dr, Ryland, the Secre- 
tary, for his important services; and that, 
he be requested to continue them for the 
ensuing year. 

IV. That the accumulated business of 
the Society renders it indispensably ne- 
cessary to associate with Dr. Ryland a 
Secretary who shall be wholly devoted 
to the service of the mission. 

VY. That this Society, highly satisfied 
with the conduct of Mr, Dyer, as Assist- 
ant Secretary for the past year, do.cor- 
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dially thank him for his services;.and 
request him, in conformity with the pre- 
ceding resolution, to devote himself 
exclusively to the service of tbe Mission. 
_ VI. That the Committee be requested 
to accept the thanks of the Society for 
their services, and to continue them for 
the ensuing year. 

VII. That this Society recommends 
the Committee for the ensuing year to 
take into consideration the propriety of 
making some alterations in the future 
constitution of the Committee, and as to 
the place of holding the annual meetings. 

VIII. That the warmest thanks of this 
Society be presented to the friends of 
the Mission in Scotland of all denomina- 
tions, for the liberal assistance which 
they have rendered to the friends of the 
Society in the course of this year. 

IX. That this Society is gratefully in- 
debted to the various Auxiliary Societies . 
throughout the United Kingdom for their 
important aid, and recommends the for- 
mation of such Societies wherever it may 
be found practicable. 

X. That the next meeting of this So- 
ciety be held at Cambridge, on Wednes- 
day and Thursday, the 6th and 7th of 
October, 1819. 

XI. That the thanks of this meeting 
be presented to Joseph Smith, Esq. for 
his able conduct in the chair. 


A public meeting was held at King- 
street meeting- -house, on Thursday morn- 
ing, the 24th instant, for the purpose of 
forming an Auxiliary Baptist Missionary 
Society for the city of Bristol. Arthur 
Foulks, Esq. of Redland, had kindly 
consented to preside on this occasion ; 
but as he was unavoidably prevented by 
some domestic occurrences, the meeting 
called on Joseph Smith, Esq. to take the 
chair. A statément of the Baptist Mis- 
sions was given by the Assistant Secre- 
tary, after which it was unanimously re- 
oe 

. That this meeting cordially ap- 
cates the object of the - Baptist Mission- 
ary Society, and warmly congratulates it 
on the success which has attended the Ja- 
bovrs of its missionaries, in preaching the 
gospel of salvation,—in translating the 
Holy Scriptures into so many of the Ori- 
ental languages,—and in establishing 
schools for the instruction of heathen 
children. 

2, That, in order to promote and ex- 
tend the interests of this important cause, 
a Society be formed in this city, to be call- 
ed The Bristol Ausiliary Baptist Mission- 
ary Society. 

3. That the following rules and regu- 
lations be adopted as the plan of this 
Society :— 
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I. Every annual Subscriber of half-a- 
guinea, or upwards, shall be considered 
a member of this Society; and every 
person making a donation of ten guineas, 
shall be a member for life. 

AI. Every annual Subscriber of one 
guinea, or upwards, and every member 
for life, shall be entitled to the printed 
Accounts of the Parent Society. 

IIl. The concerns of this Society shall 
be managed by a Treasurer, two Secre- 
taries, and a Committee of thirty Sub- 
scribers, to be elected annually; the 
Treasurer and Secretaries to be consi- 
dered members of the Committee, any 
five of whom to be a quorum. 

IV. The Committee shall meet quar- 
terly, on the third Monday evening‘in 
January, April, July, and October, at 7 
o’clock, atthe Academy, in Stoke’s Croft, 
and at such other times as they shall 
think fit. 

V. A Collector shall be appointed by 
the Committee, with such allowance of 
poundage, and upon his giving such se- 
curity, as the Committee shall think fit, 

VI. The Subscriptions and Donations 
to this Society, after deducting the Col- 
lector’s poundage, and other incidental 
expenses, shall be remitted to the Trea- 
surer of the Parent Society, at such times 
and in such. manner as the Committee 
shall appoint. 

VI1. A Meeting of this Society shall 
be held annually, inthe month of No- 
vember, at such time and place as the 
Committee shall appoint, to receive a 
Report from the Committee, together 
with the audited account, and for the 
election of Officers and Committee. 


4. That Joun Hart, Esq. be the Trea- 
surer: the Rev. Tuomas Ropenrts and 
Mr. Joun Dante t, jun. the Secretaries ; 
and the following gentlemen the Com- 
mittee of this Society for the year ensu- 
ing :— 


Mr. Jos. Ash. 

Mr. Lewis Bryant. 
Mr. Thos, Clark. 
Rev. T..S. Crisp. 
Mr. J. Daniell, sen. 
Mr. Edw, Daniell. 
Mr. John Dix. 

Mr. Adam Holden, 
Rey. J. Holloway. 
Mr, A. Huxtable. 
Mr, W. Huxtable. 
Mr, Isaac James. 
Mr. Isaac Leonard! 
Mr, R. Leonard. Mr. Thomas Wise. 
Mr, A. Livett, jun..| Mr. W. Tyler. 


5. All Subscriptions and Donations. for 
the specific purpose of translating the 
scriptures, or for the support of native 


Mr. Robt. Ludlow. 
Mr. T, Overbury. 
Mr. P. Phillips. 
Dr. Porter. 

T. Ransford, Esq. 
E. Ransford, Esq. 
Rev. Dr. Ryland. 
Mr. Jeph. Riddle. 
Joseph Smith, Esq. 
Mr. I. Stephens. 
Dr. Stock. 

Mr. Josiah Wade. 
Mr. J. Whittuck. 
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schools in India, shall be applied exclu- 
sively to either of these objects, accord- 
ing to the wul of the subscriber or donor ; 
and that Subscribers of one guinea an- 
nually, or Donors of ten guineas at one 
time, for the translations or schools, shall 
be also entitled to the printed accounts of 
the Pgrent Society. 

6. That the thanks of this meeting be 
presented to those gentlemen from a dis- 
tance, who have favoured this meeting ~ 
with their company and assistance on 
this occasion. 

The chair having been vacated by Mr. 
Smiru, and taken by the Rey. Tuomas 
Roserrs, it was resolved unanimously. 

That the cordial thanks of this meet- 
ing be presented to Joseru Smiru, Esq, 
for his kindness in taking the chair on 
this occasion, and for his able conduct 
therein. 


N. B. Subscriptions and Donations 
will be gratefully received by the Trea- 
surer, Joun Hart, Esq. the Secretaries, 
and any of the Committee. 

——-<> - 
DUNFERMLINE AUXILIARY 


Baptist Missionary Society. 


To the Editors of the Baptist Magazine. 


I FEEL great satisfaction in communi- 
cating to you the following information, 
relative to the second anniversary of the 
Dunfermline Auxiliary Baptist Mussion- 
ary Society. You are already aware, I 
presume, that this Society was tormed 
when Mr. Dyer was in this place,.on bis 
visit to Scotland, in the summer of 1816. 
We were this year favoured with the 
presence and assistance of Dr. Stead- 
man, Mr. Birt, and Mr. Anderson, of 
Edinburgh 

The spirit of liberality exhibited on this 
occasion was truly delightiul, and L[ trust 
you will prize that Jiberality as it de- 
serves, when you are informed that our 
President is a member of the Anti- 
hurgher congregation in this town; and 
that our Committee is composed of indi- , 
viduals who are connected with almost 
all the different denominations of Chris- 
tians in the ‘place. There were also 
present at this Anniversay, the tollowing 
ministers of different denominations, 
some of whomaddressed the meeting :— 
Mr. Chalmers, one of the ministers of 
the established church;* Mr. Brand, 
minister of the chapel of ease; Dr, Has- 


* Mr. M<Lean, the other established 
minister, was absent from home at the 
time of the meeting. He called on our 
Secretary a few days after, with his 


/ 
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band, Burgher minister; Mr. Eben. 
Brown, Burgher minister, of Inverkei- 
thing, and’ Dr. Rennie, minister of the 
established church, Killsyth. It is like- 
wise proper to state, that the Reliefcon- 
gregation gave us the use of their meet- 
ing-house for this Anniversary ; and that 
the business of the meeting was begun 
and concluded with prayer, by Mr. 
Brown, of Inverkeithing, and Dr. 
Rennie, of Killsyth. 

About 41. were collected at the doors 
for the Native Schools, and near} 
81. subscribed ; besides about 171. for the 
general purposes of the mission. 

I trust, our English brethren will see, 
from the example of Glasgow, Dun- 
fermline, &c. that the inhabitants of 
Scotland value the Baptist. Mission in 
some measure as it deserves; and that 
we can look above our differences on 
some subordinate points, and join heart 
and hand in assisting the Baptist mis- 
sionaries in disseminating through the 
dark regions of India, the records of 
eternal truth, lam, yours faithfully, 

D, A. Avam, Jun. 

Dunfermline, Aug. 29, 1818. 


—— <P - 


THE PECULIARLY INTERESTING CASE 
OF THE. 


POOR NEGRO BAPTISTS 


In Kingston, Jamaica. 


Ture have been some Christians of 
our denomination among the negro po- 
pulation of this island, for the last thirty 
years. Their teachers have been men 
of their own rank and colour, who being 
exceedingly ignorant and superstitious, 
were very unqualified for the service, 
and on this account have not enjoyed the 
protection of the laws. 

Their affecting condition being known 
and deeply felt, some of our Missiona- 
ries have lately been sent among them, 
whose labours, and particularly those of 
Mr. Coultart, have been much blessed. 
There are at present in Kingston, and 
its vicinity, nearly two thousand baptized 
persons of this class, who, although the 
subjects of much ignorance and imper- 
fection, appear to be the true followers of 
the blessed Redeemer. Many of them 
have been collected, and formed into a 
church; but their place of worship is ex- 
céedingly inconvenient as to situation, 
is uncertain in its tenure, and what is 
‘much more to be lamented, is too small 
tocontain even half the members. Hence 
they can neither all worship together in 
a 
subscription of a Guinea, and an anony- 
mous donation of 4/. left at his house 
during his absence. 
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general, nor unite at the table, in con. 
imnemorating the Saviour’s love; and the 
other places of worship being well filled, 
a considerable part of them are often 
obliged to stay at home. 

They earnestly wish to remove this bar 
to their comfort and communion; and 
have obtained for this purpose a suitable 
piece of ground, on which they desire to » 
erect a very plain, but a much‘ larger | 
house. The estimated expense of this 
building is more than three | thousand © 
pounds : one third of this sum these poor” 
Negro Christians have engayed'to con: 
tribute, and they now affectionately ap- 
peal to their white brethren in England 
to aid them with the remainder, 

Mr. Coultart, who has been obliged 
to come home on account of severe indis- 
position, intends, in’ the next three or 
four months, to collect for this most in- 
teresting case as widely as he can; but 
as he is anxious to return to his beloved 
flock, there aré many of our churches 
which he will not be able to visit: even 
to them, however, it is hoped this ap- 
peal will not be in vain. 

Surely if any case of the kind merits 
the prompt and generous assistance of 
onr churches, it must be this. The  fol- 
lowing ministers, to whom’ it is’ well 
known, and who highly respect the cha- 
racter of Mr. Coultart, most earnestly 
recommend it, and ‘will be gratified in 
receiving subscriptions in aid of it. 

I. Birt, Birmingham. 

T. Coles, Bourton-on-the- Water. 

J. Dyer, Reading. 
T. Roberts, Bristol 

J. Ryland, D. D. ' eon 

J. Saffery, Salisbury. 

W. Steadman, D. D. Bradford. 
M. Thomas, Abergavenny. 

W. Winterbotham, Horsely. 


ee 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


Tus Sourn-nast ASSOCIATION 18 
W ates, was held at Brecon, June 2 and 
4. The number of hearers is greatly int 
creased, and in sévera! churches thé 
prospects are pleasing. ‘The increase of 
members ia this Association, during the: 
last year, is 419; in the Western Asso-' 
ciation, 308. The Circular Letter is’ 
On the Duty of holding fust our Profession, 
The next Associations are to be held,— 
the South-east at Newtown, Montgomery- 
shire, on the first Wednesday in June, 
1819; the Western, at the ‘labernacle, 
Carmarthen, 

The Kent and Sussex AssocraT1on 
was held at,Brighton, June 2 and 3. Four 


destitute churches have been settled with ~ 
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pastors.. The increase of members during 
the last-year, is 98, The present num- 
ber is nearly. 1000. The Circular Letter 
is entitled, Impediments in attending to 
the Ordinances of the Gospel stated ard 
removed. The next Association is to be 
held at Tenterden, on the first Tuesday 
in June, 1819. . 

The Western Assocrarion was held 
at Shortwood, May 12and.14. The in- 
crease of members during, the last, year 
is 190. The number of churches is 78. 
The number of members is about 7,200. 
The Circular Letter is, On the Doctrine 
of Election. The next Association is to 
be held at Weymouth, on the Wednesday 
in Whitsun-week, 1819. 

The third Annual Meeting of -the 
Beprorpsurre Assocration was held 
at Steventon, May 13. The increase of | 
members during the last year is 24, The 
Circular Letter is, On Church Discipline, 
Given to theBaptistMission, 151. 19s. 64d. 
The next Association is to be held at 
Rushden, on the first Thursday in May, 
1819. 

The BucxtneyamsuirneE Assocra- 
tion was held at Rishorough, May 27, 

818. The increase of members, during 
the last year, is ‘six. The present num- 
ber is 988. The Circular Letter is, On 
the Utility of Associations. Collected for 
the Baptist Mission, 72l, 2s.33d.; for the 
Baptist Irish Society. 201. 19s. 3Zd. The 
next Association is to be held at Gold 
Hill, May 19, 1819. 

We have received no Circular Letters 
from the Wilts and Somerset, and Shrop- 
shire Associations; but we are informed 
that the former was held at Melksham, Oc- 
tober,13, and that the next Association 
is to be held at Warminster, in Ivaster- 
week, 1819; and that the latter was held 
at Wrexham, May 5 and 6 ; (increase of 
members, 52; number of churches, 9; 
number of members, 503) and that the 
next Association isto be held at Oswestry, 
on the first Wednesday in May, 1819. 


wich, gave the charge, from Malachi 
li.6; the ordination prayer was offered 
by Mr. Thompson, of Grundisburgh; 
Mr. A. K. Cowell, of Walton, addressed 
the church, from 1 Thess, ii. 11,12; Mr, 
Caton, of Bury, concluded with prayer. 
The hymns were read by Mr. Middle- 
ditch, of Ratulesden. The congregation 
was crowded and attentive. In the 
evening, Mr. Palmer, (Independent mi- 
nister,) of Woodbridge, prayed ; Mr. 
Ranelles, of Ipswich, preached from 
Isai. xlix.9; and concluded with prayer. 
It was a good day, and we hope it will 
be long remembered by us. 


<a tte 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have received a letter from “A 
Sabbath-school Teacher,” containing an 
extract from Kennedy’s Astronomical 
Chronology, with a Chronological Ta- 
ble,* in which it seems to us to be ase 
sumed, and not proved, that the patri- 
archal seventh day was the same with 
the Jewish first. Our correspondent 
says, “Those who may wish for more 
information upon this interesting subject, 
T refer to the learned work from which 
the foregoing quotation is made,” As we 
have not that work by us, we shall be 
very much obliged to him if he will send, 
us proof, extracted from it, that what the 
doctor asserts is true, and we will insert 
it ina future Number. 

In the mean time we will remark, that 
the same thing has been attempted to be 
proved by other writers, particularly by 
Mede and Jennings. Their arguments 
are as follows. 1, Thatthe Jewish Sab- 
bath was instituted for the commemo- 
rating of their deliverance from Egyp- 
tian bondage, Deut. v.15. 2. That it 
was not instituted till after their depar- 
ture from Dgypt, Exod. xvi. 23, 25. 
3. That the Jewish Sabbath when thus 
first instituted, was kept on the twenty- 


oe second day of the month ; but that the 
ORDINATION. fifteenth day of that month could not 
have been the patriarchal sabbath, bee 

OTLEY. cause.on that day all the congregation 


journeyed from Elim unto the wilderness 
of Sin. Mr, Mede supposes that the 
Jewish sabbath was observed on the 


Ow Tuesday, September 15,1818, Mr. 
James Cole, late pastor of the church at 
Bury St. Edmonds, was ordained pastor 
of the Particular Baptist church at Otley, 
in Suffolk. Mr, Churchyard, of Chars- 
field, began with reading 1 Tim. iii, and 
prayer ; Mr. Cooper, of Stoke Ash, deli- 
vered an address on the nature of a 
Christian church, and asked the usual 
questions; Mr. Garnham, one of the 
deacons, stated the leadings of Provi- 
dence respecting the coming of Mr, 
Cole amongst them; Mr. Paine, of Ips- 


* In this Table or Calendar, the pae 
triarchal days of the week are placed in 
one column, and the Jewish in another, 
and 7 (or seventh day,) in the former is 
placed in the same horizontal line with 
1 (or first day,) in the latter. But this 
seems to us to be mere assumption, and 
not proof, at least detached as it here is 
from the body of the work, 
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weekly return of that day on which the 
Egyptians were drowned. 4. It iscon- 
jectured that the heathen SUN-day was 
the paradisiacal sabbath; and that the 
day was changed to prevent the Israel- 
ites from concurring with them in the 
worship of that luminary. 5, They say, 
that before the institution of the Jewish 
sabbath, their days were reckoned from 
morning to morning, Numb. xxxili. 3; 
but that the beginning of the day was 
then shifted back to the foregoing even- 
ing, Exod. xii. 18.. And from hence 
they argue, that by this means the se- 
venth day was changed into the sixth, 
and that the patriarchal sixth day be- 
came the Jewish sabbath. 6. That the 
Jewish sabbath was limited to the dura- 
tion of their state and polity, Exod. 
XXxi. 16. 

To the first and second arguments it 
may be replied, that an additional thing 
to be remembered might be added by 
divine appointment; and that the differ- 
ence between the patriarchal and Jewish 
sabbaths might lie herein, and the day 
Temain unchanged. To the third argu- 
ment it may be replied, that the day on 
which a double quantity of manna fell, 
might not be the sixth from the fifteenth 
of the second month, but from the day 
on which the manua began to fall; or, 
thata greater liberty of travelling might 
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be allowed on the patriarchal sabbath 
than on the Jewish ; or, that the journey 
from Elim might only commence on the 
patriarchal sabbath, and, therefore, on 
that day their march might not exceed a 
sabbath’s-day journey. To the fourth 
argument it may be replied, that it is 
merely a conjecture. ‘To the fifth argu- 
ment it may be thus replied, Did not the 
natural day of twenty-four hours com- 
mence from the beginning at sun-set ? It 
is said, Gen.i. 5, “ The evening” (the 
evening is here placed before the morn- 
ing,) “ and the morning” (that is, the 
hours of darkness and the hours of 
light,) “ were the first day.” To the 
sixth argument it may be replied, How 
does this affect the question concerning 
the day on which the Jewish sabbath 
was kept ? 

Our correspondent thinks that this 
question concerns the Jews, and the 
seventh-day Christians. But how does 
it doso? The former keep the sabbath 
on the seventh day of the week, not be- 
cause that day was the patriarchal se- 
venth day, but because it was the day 
appointed for the sabbath at the institu- 
tion of the passover; the latter, partly for 
that reason, and partly because they do 
not conceive that the coming of the Mes- 
siah furnishes a sufficient reason for the 
change of the day. 


aft 3 JPoetrp. 


ODE ror tHe 5th or NOVEMBER, 
By Mr. Thomas Quin, 


{Author of * The City of Refuge,” a Poem, 
which we shall review in afuture Number.) 


ivesk See Ge “ quintoque Novembris 
Nulla‘dies toto veniet celebratior anno.” 

P MILTON. 

Wetcome: O welcome yet once more, 
Great day, remember’d long! 

And cheer a heart, oft cheer’d before, 
And swell the tide of song: 

How chang’d my thoughts, since first 

T Jearn’d 

To trace thy yearly flight; 

‘Yet never has thy morn return’d, 
Without unchang’d delight! 


in childhood, rous’d from fairy dreams, 
How oft, with restless zeal, 

I sprung to greet thy morning-beams, 
And join’d the village peal ; 

Or mid the tumult and applause, 
The marching, and the song, 

I shar’d, unconscious of the cause, 
The triumph of the throng ! 


Or, as tradition told the tale, 
And hist’ry taught to read, 


How,while my trembling cheek grew pale, 
Tcurs’d the traitor’s deed ; 

And bore his effigy on high, 
Amid the laughing gaze ; 

And toss’d the rocket through the sky, 
And bade the faggot blaze ! 


Or, as I read of earlier times, 
When holy men of God, 

Parsu’d, and taken, (not for crimes, ) 
Stood naked to the rod ; 

What grief and horror chill’d:my blood, 
While bigot power assail’d 5 

And, firm in flames, the martyr stood, 
And perish’d and prevail'd! 


For earth was yet inyolv’d in night ;— 
Truth, like the sun, arose, 

Not hail’d with homage for her light, 
But grappling with her foes. 

Thro’ mists and clouds she fore’d her way, 
A dim-discover'd form 5 é 

And hell sent forth to quench her ray, 
The demon of the storm, 4 


But now, ber foes are fall’n or faint ; 
We sit beneath her blaze, 

And plead her cause without restraint, 
And sing of other days ; 

When erst amid th’ amezing strife, 
She rose to shine aud save ; 

And pour’d a flood of light and life 
On darkness and the grave. 
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